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O you who believe, when the call for salat is proclaimed 

on Friday, hasten for the remembrance of Allah, and 
leave off business. That is much better for you if you but 
knew. Then once the salat is over, disperse in the land, 
and seek the grace of Allah, and remember Allah abun- 
dantly, so that you may be successful (62:9) 
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TRANSLITERATION KEY 



f l) ' (the hamza is produced by a 

sudden stop in the airstream 
similar to the sound in the 
middle of the exclamation, 
uh-oh.) 

I a, a 

v b 

o t 

ii th (is pronounced like the th in 
thick and thumb) 

z i 

£ h (a heavy h sound produced in 
the center of the throat) 

£ kh (a guttural k sound produced 
in the upper throat and sound- 
ing similar to the ch in German 
as in Bach) 

j d 

j dh (is pronounced like the th in 
though and thus) 



sh 

^ s (an emphatic s) 

j*> d (an emphatic d) 

.b £ (an emphatic t) 

ii z (an emphatic dh) 

£ ', V, 'u (produced in the center 

of the throat) 
t ( a guttural g sound produced 

in the upper throat) 



- / 

3 ^ (a heavy & sound) 

jl k 

J / 

« 

^ j, /, i 

(s> Radiya Allahu 'anha - may Allah 
ag* be pleased with her (used follow- 
ing mention of a female companion 
of the Blessed Prophet #) 

sii Radiya Allahu 'anhu - may Allah 
ags be pleased with him (used follow- 
ing mention of a male companion 
of the Blessed Prophet ft 

# Radiya Allahu 'anhum - may Allah 
ags be pleased with them (used follow- 
ing mention a group of companions 
of the Blessed Prophet #) 

S§ Sallallahu 'alaihi wa Sallam - may 
the peace and blessings be upon 
him (used following mention of 
the Blessed Prophet #) 

i%s Jalla Jallaluhu - Exalted is His 
majesty (used following mention 
of Allah ags) 

9$ <a^K& al-Salam - may peace be up- 
on him (used following mention 
of prophets) 
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Preface 



All praise is to Allah qt, and may salam be upon those whom He chose 
amongst his pious servants. 

There are certain days that are sacred to every faith. For example, the Jews 
sanctify Saturday and the Christians Sunday, while Muslims give special 
importance to the day of Jumu'a. 

It is Allah's *§n great blessing upon this community [umma] that He chose 
Jumu'a as a special and exalted day for them [as is explained in the ahadith] 
and therefore, one reads many virtues of the day of Jumu'a in the Qur'an 
and the ahadith of the Blessed Prophet f§. 

We understand the importance of Jumu'a from several things. For one, 
Jumu'a replaces the four units [raka] of zuhr and is made obligatory 
in congregation. Also, a special time is set in which the community 
members must bathe, wear nice clothes, apply cologne, gather together 
and in which there are two adhans and a sermon. There is special virtue 
in arriving early to the masjid and fulfillings the proprieties [addb] of the 
day of Jumu'a. In other words, this day has a special place in the Din 
of Islam and the community has always honored it with a special status. 
In the time of the predecessors, people prepared for Jumu'a early in the 
morning and the siesta and lunch [which was usually before zuhr] was 
postponed until after Jumu'a. 

The ahadith mention certain suras to be recited in the Fajr of Jumu'a, the 
virtue of reciting Surat al-Kahf on the day of Jumu'a, and a special time 
during Jumu'a in which all supplications are guaranteed acceptance. The 
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pious ones of this community have also established the weekly routine of 
saldt al-tasblh on this day. 

There always has been the need for a book that provided evidence for and 
details of the virtues and importance of Jumu'a and its requirements for 
English-speaking Muslims. By the grace of Allah ag», Shaikh Ibrahim Madani 
has fufilled this important need. His book covers the gamut of important and 
necessary topics related to Jumu'a and explains them thoroughly. The book 
starts with the virtues of Jumu'a and then explains the different deeds [a'mdl] 
we should perform during the night and day of Jumu'a, the importance of 
salat al-Jumu'a and its proprieties and juridical issues. 

In addition, rules of the sermon, the condition of the sermon being in 
Arabic and a detailed discussion of and reply to the misconceptions and 
objections on this subject and the permissibility of a talk before Jumu'a 
are all discussed. In essence, the author has collected all the necessary 
evidence from the Qur'an, ahadith and sayings of our predecessors on 
every important topic related to Jumu'a in this book. 

It is my supplication that Allah sg* accept his effort in His high court and 
that He make it beneficial for everyone. I also ask Allah ag* that He bless 
him with a long life in which he is given many more opportunities to do 
the work of the Din. 

Dr. Ismael Memon 
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INTRODUCTION 



One of the many boundless blessings and gifts given to this community 
through our Beloved Prophet % is the day of Jumu'a [all other faiths 
being deprived of this gift]. We must accept the reality that our masajid 
are functioning as a result of the blessings of this day, otherwise they 
would have long since become empty. 

There are many notable virtues mentioned in ahadith about this day. 
Though Allah showers his blessings and rahma [mercifulness] on this 
day, most people due to indifference or ignorance do not benefit from 
these blessings and the rahma of Allah ag« and are thus deprived of many 
great gifts of Allah ag*. In fact, most people are not even aware of the 
basic rules of Jumu'a; therefore, in this book I have gathered evidences 
from the Qur'an and Sunna about the different rulings of Jumu'a and 
its virtues. I hope some seeker will make the effort to benefit from this 
book and in this way make it a means of salvation for its author. 

I am not immune from mistake or error and it is not above me to 
have made some mistakes, though I took the help of Mufti Masood 
and Mufti Atif, both of whom took great pains to gather all the 
necessary evidence for the rulings mentioned herein. If any reader 
still finds a mistake, I ask to be informed of it and be given the 
opportunity to show my gratitude. 

My father [Dr. Ismael Memon, successor [khalifa] of Shaikh al-Hadith 
Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya] also read the book carefully and gave 
beneficial advice on ways to improve it. May Allah keep his shadow over 
us for a long time to come. 
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Finally, I seek your supplications that Allah s$e blesses us all with the 
strength to perform good deeds and that He shower us with his blessings. 
Amin. 

Ibrahim Madani 
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Chapter One 

The importance of jumlta 



The Virtues of Jumu'a 

The day of Jumu'a is undoubtedly the most important day of the week. 
We know this for several reasons: 

1 . The ahadith emphasise the importance of increasing worship on 
this day. 

2. It is called a day of 'Eid for the Muslims. 

3. The Blessed Prophet # recited specific suras on this day. 

4. The ahadith emphasise the importance of supplication and inform 
of a specific time in which all supplications are guaranteed acceptance. 

5. The ahadith mention the virtue of increasing saldt and saldm [peace 
and blessings] on the Blessed Prophet f§. 

6. Forgiveness for one who dies on this day. 

7. This day is specifically mentioned in the Qur'an. 

8. It is called the "leader of all days" [sayyid al-ayydm] in ahadith. 

9. The angels descend to record the worship of the believers. 

10. The dwellers of Paradise will see Allah every Jumu'a. 

Thus, we should strive to maximize every minute of this day and 
increase our worship and supplications to Allah <$* as much as possible. 
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Different readings of and information about 
the Word "Jumu'a" 

There are several readings of the words "Jumu'a": 

1. Jumu'a 

Dhamma on the mlm as in the Qur'an [represented by mu in the 
transliteration] 

2. Jum'a 

Sakin on the mlm. This is another reading of the Qur'an as 
narrated by Qurtubi from A'mash and Abd Allah ibn Zubair g§ 
[represented by lack of vowel after m in the transliteration] 

3. Juma'a 

Fatha on the mlm [represented by ma in the transliteration] 

4. Jummu'a 

Narrated by 'Aim with dhamma and tashdld on the mlm 
[represented by second m and the a in the transliteration] . 

Among these, the first reading is the most widely used. 



THE PRE-ISLAMIC \Jahiliyya\ NAME FOR JUMUA &_ THE 

Events that Led to the Name "Jumu'a" 

In pre-Islamic times [jahiliyya], Jumu'a was called 'Uruba. Alusi reports from 
Shishi that Uruba, originally from Aramaic, means "mercy." There are various 
opinions as to when and how the change from 'Uruba to Jumu'a came about: 

1. Abd Allah ibn Abbas M narrates that it is called Jumu'a because it 
is derived (mm jam 'un, which means to "collect" or "gather," and 
on this day Allah gathered the dirt to make Adam SSL This is 
further corroborated by a hadith that Aim mentions in his book, 
[with reference from Ibn Khuzaima] that once the Blessed Prophet 
$ asked Salman al-Farsi it: 

Do you know why Jumu'a is special [why it is called Jumu'a]? 
Salman al-Farsi sS said, "I said, Allah and his Blessed Prophet w 
know best." The Blessed Prophet w replied, "The essence of your 
father Adam M was gathered on this day." 

2. On this day, Quraish gathered by Qusai [great, great grandfather 
of the Blessed Prophet #] in Dar al-Nadwa (meeting place). 
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3. On this day, the chief of Quraish, Ka'b ibn Lu'ai, gathered his 
people to advise and instruct them on various matters. 1 

Based on the last two opinions, the name Jumu'a was introduced by 
Quraish, either in the time of Qusai or Ka'b ibn Lu'ai. 

Ibn Hazam argued that the etymology of the word Jumu'a is not pre- 
Islamic, but in fact introduced by the Helpers [Ansar] of Madina. He 
supports his view with the statement of Ibn Sirin, which is narrated by 
Qurtubi, Alusi, 'Aim, Hafiz ibn Hajar and most of the hadith masters 
[muhaddithln] and exegetes [mufassirm], that before the migration of the 
Blessed Prophet fp, the Ansar would observe that the Christans and Jews 
had appointed special days to gather and worship, discuss matters of faith 
and on which their leaders would advise the congregations. After this, the 
Ansar also decided to appoint a day for all to gather and worship and 
discuss matters of faith. This was the day of Uruba, which they named 
Jumu'a, since they would gather on this day. 2 



The name of jumu'a in the hereafter 

In the Hereafter, Jumu'a will be called the "Day of Increase" [Yaum al- 
Mazld], because on this day Allah up will reveal Himself to the dwellers of 
Paradise and will increase the blessings He bestows upon them in Paradise. 3 



Jumu'a-The Most Virtuous Day of the Week 

„,> *>. >. ,>>' . /- , < .* , J, , 

4*1>JI jyT ^ "% <£>UJ1 pi fj l^L. ^y>-\ *JS) Xx>^\ J>-jl <j>j psi ^Li- 
Abu Huraira iii narrates that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The best day upon which the sun rises is the day of Jumu'a. Adam Ki was 
born on this day, and he entered and was expelled from Paradise on this 
day; and the Day of Judgment will occur on this day. 4 



"Umdat al-Qari, 6/161 
2 'Umdat al-Qari | Ruh al-Ma'anl 
3 Ruh al-Ma'anl, 14/101 

4 Muslim, Fad/ Yaum al-jumu'a |Tirmidhl, ma Ja'fiFadl Yaum al-Jumu'a 
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Jumu'a-A Shining and Illuminating Day 

y>j\ \#>yj 'A'jS- aUsjJI SJJ J^' -jX»j <uIp ill ^Ji& - " Lf 3>\ Jts l^IU j*\ jp 

Anas il narrated that the Blessed Prophet # would say: 

The night of Jumu'a is illuminated and its day is shining and beautiful. 5 

JUMU'A-THE LEADER OF ALL DAYS 

; ^ r>> . _ 4 >, i_ ><—.—. ,/ ,, / 

Abu Lubaba iii narrated that the Blessed Prophet % said: 

Verily, Jumu'a is the leader of all the days, as it holds a high status in the 
eyes of Allah and is even greater to Him than 'Eid al-Fitr and 'Eid al-Adha. 6 

The Virtue of Death on Jumu'a 

^ji} 

Abd Allah ibn Ami t£i narrates that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever dies on the day or night of Jumu'a will be saved from the 
tribulations of the grave. 7 " 

Jumu'a-Weekly 'Eid of the Muslims 

Abd Allah ibn Abbas iH says that the Blessed Prophet $ said of Jumu'a: 
Allah has made it a day of 'Eid for the Muslims. 8 



'Musnad Ahmad, 5/260 

6 Ibn Maja, fi Fadl al-Jumu 'a | Musnad Ahmad, Ziyadat fi Hadith Abl Lubaba 
7 Musnad Ahmad, Musnad 'Abd Allah ibn Amr | Tirmidhi, ma ]a 'fi man Mata [with 
slightly different wording] 
s Ibn Maja, ma Ja'fi al-Ztna 
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ALLAH HAS MADE IT A DAY OF 'EID FOR THE MUSLIMS 

jfj^-P AO pS-J £*o>-l .O ^op I 3j& j] li jUi LJai- 

'Abu 'Ubaid il says: 

I prayed 'Eid salat, which fell on a Jumu'a [on that year] with 'Uthman iH. 
'Uthman sS first led salat, delivered the sermon [khutba] and said, "This is a 
day in which two 'Eids have coincided. 9 " 

Some of the great blessings of jumu'a 

The ahadith mention many unique virtues of Jumu'a, while scholars have 
enumerated as many as a hundred virtues of the day of Jumu'a. For example, 
Suyuti wrote a book by the name, al-Lum'a fi Khasais al-Jumu'a [The 
Shimmer of the Qualities of Jumu'a] on the virtues and greatness of Jumu'a. 

A few such virtues are narrated in the following hadith: 
ao aUi ^li- JS^ ^-li- ao jkin ^yj {J 5* ^ '■X* J^J 

C2i J^iSI l^O aIM JlLo'V Apll" AOj ^il iill jfy AOj jfjM ^ AO iill Jolijj ^ 

Abu Lubaba g§ says the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Jumu'a is the leader of all days; it has a high place in the sight of Allah and is 
greater to Him than Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha. It is blessed with five virtues: 

1 . Allah sp created Adam §S on this day. 

2. Allah sf< placed him on earth on this day. 

3. Adam §H passed away on this day. 

4. There is a certain time on Jumu'a that Allah -up will grant anything 
someone asks for unless it is prohibited. 
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5. The Day of Judgment will take place on this day, [thus] the angels, 
the skies, the earth, the air, the mountains and the oceans all fear the 
day of Jumu'a. 10 

Note: The Blessed Prophet # narrates five important virtues of Jumu'a: 

1. Allah sg* created Adam SI on this day; in other words, it was the day 
on which the best of creations [ashraf al-makhluqat] came into being. 

2. Adam Si descended upon the earth on this day. Some scholars 
believe he descended in India in a place called Sarandib. 11 His 
descent to earth is considered one of the virtues of Jumu'a because 
it became the reason for the creation of this world, all of which 
was created solely to serve mankind. Also, he was the reason for 
the proliferation of his progeny, many of whom were chosen as 
prophets. The greatest of all of them was the Leader of all Prophets 
and a Mercy for the Universe, the Blessed Prophet <§, while many 
others became great friends [waits] of Allah ag*. 

3. Adam Si passed away on this day. This is considered amongst 

the virtues of Jumu'a because death is a gift for the believer; the first 
to receive this gift was Adam Si. 

4. This day holds a special time for the acceptance of supplications, 
which will be discussed later in this book, Allah -up willing. 

5. The Day of Judgment, which is a gift for the people of faith, will 
occur on this day. The deceased anxiously await the Day of Judgment 
where they will be honored to see Allah ag» on this day. Moreover, 
the people of taqwa (godfearingness), the pious ones and friends of 
Allah sfs, will enter Paradise and their enemies will taste the Hellfire; 
therefore, this is also mentioned as a virtue of Jumu'a. 

This hadith narrates five virtues of Jumu'a while many others are mentioned 
in various other ahadith. For example, in Tirmidht and Muslim, the hadith 
states that Adam Si entered Paradise on this day, and in Abu Ddwud that 
the repentance of Adam Si was accepted on Jumu'a. 



'Ibn Maja,/z Fadl al-Jumu'a | Musnad Ahmad, Ziyadatun fi Hadith Abi Lubaba 
al-Manhal, 2/189 
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The Day of Judgment 

It is understood from many authentic ahadith that the Day of Judgment will be 
on a Jumu'a, which is why all creation besides mankind fears the day of Jumu'a. 

<U9 AxlicM 'p> 'j^JJW <ui jyi J~i- J6 — |X-»J a.Ap J&\ ^J^>— » j/f* jP 

Abu Huraira gl narrates that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The best day on which the sun rises is the day of Jumu'a. Adam W. was 
born on this day and he entered and was expelled from Paradise on this 
day; the Day of Judgment will be on a Jumu'a. 12 

/- . \ </ '•'>,—.>'> ".: , I.,, , ',\ ' 
Illy aJp <usl ^jLrfj - aUI Jj-»j a) sl^pl jp ^ "a»b _j - aAp -uil ,_^» 

aJ^j aAp t *.o A-j^j la*^ ^ O^*" Ajt*>el\ A.^ ^aj ^A>- — 

^~12jl ^iki' ^Jj>- Xs^gLf Ajvlijl '^y'-^Oi ^jAj "% A)Yi jfj^ ^j^P ^ apIIJI pi A^ 

Abu Huraira ii narrates that: 

Once I ascended the mountain of Tur and met Ka'b Ahbar. We stayed 
together for a day. I would narrate ahadith to him and he narrated the stories of 
the Torah. I said to him, "The Blessed Prophet % said, 'The best day on which 
the sun rises is the day of Jumu'a, in which Adam W. was born. On this day he 
descended upon earth, his repentance was accepted, he passed away and the 
Day of Judgment will be on a Jumu'a. Aside from mankind, all the creations 
that live in this world lift their ears every Jumu'a [to listen for signs of the Day 
of Judgment] for fear that this Jumu'a is the Day of Judgment. 13 '" 



The People of the Book Deprived of this Day 
due to Rebelliousness 

j>i Jjjti - Aip <Ull JLe - a\SI ^lu AjI - AAP <Ull - a jiy- jP 

"Muslim, Fadl Yaum al-jumu'a |Tirmidhi, mil Jd'fl Fadl Yaum al-jumu'a 
"Nasa'i, ft Dhikr al-Sa'a \ Muwatta', ma Jafi al-Sa'a 
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jv^is- j^ji ^j*-* pj' ' >->CWl J*" < i»«U2l pj jyjllJI ojj^~^ 

Abu Huraira ill narrates that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

We were the last [on this earth] , but will be the first on the Day of Judgment, 
though the People of the Book received their books before us. Allah sgs 
made this day compulsory upon them, but they differed in it. Then, Allah 
s#* guided us [and we were granted this day], and thus [we see that] others 
became our followers [in this matter]; the day of the Jews being one day 
after, and the Christians the following day. 14 

*iii=!t j& JJsl - jX-j ill - Jji»j J6 <m'jj>-j 

Ujil J*l ^ jjj*-^ j*" pj ^ p-* Ss^itj iH>JI Jiks 

Abu Huraira ill and Hudhaifa # narrated that the Blessed Prophet ^ said: 

Allah 3«m turned away the nations that came before us from Jumu'a; thus, 
Saturday was for the Jews and Sunday for the Christians. Then, Allah a§* 
brought us and guided us towards Jumu'a and made Jumu'a, then Saturday 
and then Sunday. [As our day precedes theirs] likewise, we will precede them 
on the Day of Judgment. We are the last in the world, but the first on the Day 
of Judgment; we will be judged prior to anyone else. 15 



The Difference between Our Jumu'a & the Sabbath 

of the jews 

Generally, when the People of the Book learn that Muslims also have a 
special day of worship, they compare it to the Sabbath, though there is no 
similarity between the two. 

Firstly, the People of the Book believe that one day of the week is for 
rest because God created the skies and the earth in six days and rested 
on the seventh. Secondly, they have become inured to the belief that the 

14 BukharI, Fard al-Jumu'a | Muslim, Hidayat Hadhihi al-Umma 
15 Muslim, Hidayat Hadhihi al-Umma 
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Sabbath is the only day of worship and because of that they do not have 
to worship Him on any other day of the week. On the other hand, Jumu'a 
is an existentially blessed day in Islam. It is a time for Muslims to come 
together [for worship] and to increase worship more than on other days. At 
the same time, one may continue to do business or go to work like on any 
other day of the week. Allah Himself says in His holy book: 

s 

O you who believe, when [the adhan] is called for salat on the day of Jumu'a, 
then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for 
you, if you only knew. And when salat has been concluded, disperse within 
the land and seek from the bounty of Allah, and remember Allah often so 
that you may succeed. 16 

# 



16 62:9-10 
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Chapter 2 

History of jumu'a 



JUMU'A IS COMPULSORY 

The compulsoriness of salat al-Jumu'a is established in the Qu'ran, Sunna, 
and [Scholarly] Consensus [Ijmdl, and there is no second opinion about 
its being compulsory. Anyone who denies this leaves the fold of Islam. It 
is the most important of all salats and the most essential of all compulsory 
deeds. Allah states in the Qur'an: 

'° £ — => j] j>~ 

Oyou who believe, when [the adhan] is called for salat on the day ofjumu'a, 
then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for 
you, if you only knew. 17 

And the Blessed Prophet f§ said: 

Attending Jumu'a is compulsory upon every [male] adult. 18 

The First jumu'a in islam 



17 62:9 

18 Nasa'l, al-Tashdidfi al-Takhalluf 
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gCS^i J\ A.iii=Sl jy^J^ J!j>^ 5* ^ p£*^J pS^-^i 

/ ] ,* -,,",'•//, / \ i - ;„ .,>+,,": 

J« J!j>5^ ^ iiijpl (J-^ ^1 j-" Jj' j£ J^ 1 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn Abbas sit that: 

The Blessed Prophets allowed Jumu'a before migration. He himself could 
not perform Jumu'a in Makka, but wrote to Mus'ab ibn 'Umair sil saying, 
"Avoid the day on which the Jews recite the Psalms loudly, then gather your 
women and children on Jumu'a after noon and gain closeness to Allah ags 
with two units [rak'a]." 

Abd Allah ibn Abbas g§ says: 

Mus'ab ibn 'Umair sSI was the first to lead Jumu'a until the Blessed Prophet 
H migrated to Madina and began leading Jumu'a at the time of zuhr [after 
noon] in public. 19 

TabaranI narrates a similar hadith in his al-Mu'jam al-Kabir from Abu 
Mas'ud iis: 

Abu Mas'ud Ansari i§ says: 

The first of the Emigrants [muhdjirin] to arrive in Madina was Mus'ab ibn 
'Umair sS, and he was also the first to lead Jumu'a. He led Jumu'a before 
the Blessed Prophet w migrated to Madina. 20 

The aforementioned narrations indicate that the first to lead Jumu'a 
was Mus'ab ibn 'Umair g§, though other ahadith state that it was As'ad 
ibn Zarara 

It is known that Mus'ab ibn 'Umair g| was a guest at As'ad ibn Zarara's 
igi home and that As'ad ibn Zarara ii facilitated the first Jumu'a in 
Madina. In that case, it is most likely that the ahadith that narrate 
his being the first to lead Jumu'a mean to say that he was the first to 

19 al-Talkhis al-Khablr, Kitdb al-Jumu'a, 2/57 
20 al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, al-Bab al-Rabi Xl/liX 
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initiate the first Jumu'a in Madina, not the first to lead it. And only 
Allah sfs knows best. 



The first jumu'a of the blessed prophet § 

When the Blessed Prophet # migrated to Madina, he stayed in Quba' 
[in the outskirts of Madina] for approximately fourteen days but never 
led Jumu'a there since it was a small village [Jumu'a is not permitted in 
villages as will be mentioned later, Allah s$t willing] . When he continued 
his journey from Quba' to Madina, he led Jumu'a in the tribe of Banu 
Salama ibn Auf This was his first Jumu'a. 21 

The masjid built on the site where the Blessed Prophet % first led Jumu'a is 
called Masjid Jumu'a. His first Jumu'a sermon is also preserved as narrated 
by Qurtubi as follows: 

^sdl JO j iJJ^i iilujl ii>l"jj i'xS' jl J^ijj *i CiX) jSi sj>>-j ill ill jl 

' ' '<■ " ' '\ » 

iiji«JJ ill j<MI J^J J^ij J>Ii ^J-"JJ i^ £^ j"J jV^ <-^J*J **\-<il j« jOj j^5^ 

, >:: \ '.i £ ' * , / r . - 

jl Jl ^ lJI Jl..i J I 4j U ^a>- ill pSwjjl I j-m J-^j J^* 

'...i J;*.- '< >U':, , i ,'4 , r 

J^p jll ill ,_£ji£ jli ill j£j i*- U Ijj j^-lj ill <jyLi jlj 5 ijs- i^zs-a 

ILj l^i-ij o jil J^-^ ^ ,^'il <>-j "^1 i..j$\2f} ^IJI »jil Ajj 

' * , , '* , A ' , ft/?'*,, / , is 

Ijwju Ij^l *Ljj *Lj jl jl jjp Ciili i^ -1 ^ o u Uj ^ji U (Jl * jIll jp- Ojlll jju 
i\i CiXl jJ CJAi- "il »ji>j 3^lj *!y ^iil ji jsV^j«1 \j J>j«j ilj ill 'Sjj^Jj 

"jL]\ ^Ji <Jt>-lj J^"^ ^1 b*>^ ^S^J lil I^J i^'^ Jjill Jj^ 1^ ^lil'Jji' 

jfj IliaP Ijy jli ji ill ^y 'tfj *3 ii- ^SCfill a^S^Ij 



21 Ruh al-Ma'ani, 14/101 | Tafsir al-Qurtubi, 18/98 
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'a', C - " */ ' ,1"* , ° , i \, ' ,1' 

J ^->")\ {j-?J. 3 'JfTJ^ ^ <£)*> 0l3 ^f>^ (j?J J ^p** <Jy 3 &\i£)* 

; * , ' ' ; ' ' ' .» 

^j>- *$3 *^-o ^ ^y>- ^^3 *^ (j^ jui~*dl p$l^>-\ J> 

i ' , J / > , , s '• , ' 

l£j U Qa.l°j* <C\i Ojlll jJiT U IjLpIj Jli ill ill "il sy 

•* • - , > ' /<■ i , •* 

^St ill ^CLL'^j 0***% ( _ f ^il 5)f t^) i>J ^ ^ 

All praise is due to Allah ag»; I praise Him, ask only Him for help, and ask 
Him alone for guidance and His mercy. I have faith in Him only. Do 
not disbelieve in Him, despise those who deny Him, and I bear witness 
that there is no lord but Allah ags. He is alone; He has no equal and I bear 
witness that Muhammad '% is His servant and His prophet whom Allah 
3p sent for guidance, the true way, light, sincere advice and wisdom at a 
time when the delegation of prophets to this world had ceased, knowledge 
was meager, the majority had deviated from the straight path, time was 
at its end, the Day of Judgment was near and the world had fulfilled its 
time-frame. Those who follow Allah <j%>. and His Blessed Prophet % have 
found the true path, and those who disobey Allah ags and His Blessed 
Prophet w have strayed and trespassed the boundaries [set by Allah ags 
and His Blessed Prophet w] and have fallen in the abyss of deviation. I 
advise you to hold onto taqwa, and the best advice a Muslim can give 
another is that he encourage him towards the Hereafter and ask him to 
hold tight to the taqwa of Allah ags; and fear Allah ags the way He demands 
that you fear Him, because the best way to attain the things you desire in 
the Hereafter is to fear Him. 

And whosoever perfects his relationship with Allah jsm in his public and 
private life, and does so only to please Allah ag», will be remembered and 
honored in this world. It will help him after death, on the day when he 
will be most in need of the good deeds he sent before him and on the day 
when he will wish his bad deeds were as far as could be from him. Allah 
sf> tells you to fear Him and He is merciful upon His servants. He is the 
Creator who spoke the truth and fulfilled His promise, which cannot be 
broken. Verily, Allah ajs says, "Nothing can be changed before me and I am 
not unjust upon mankind." 
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Fear Allah ^ in your public and private affairs of the material world and 
the Hereafter because the sins of one who has taqwa are forgiven and his 
good deeds are increased. And whosoever has taqwa achieves true success. 
And verily taqwa protects against His wrath, His punishment and His 
anger. Taqwa illuminates the faces and pleases the Creator and raises one's 
status, so take your portion of this taqwa and do not fall short in this 
matter. Verily, He taught you His book and showed you His way so that 
He knows the truthful from the liars. Thus, be good to others as Allah up 
is good to you, and make His enemies your enemies and strive to achieve 
Allah ajs as you ought to strive. He himself chose you and gave you the 
name Muslim so that he who perishes, perishes upon proof and he who 
lives, lives upon proof. 

The power to save from sin and to perform good deeds comes from Allah 
alone. Therefore, remember Allah in abundance and make preparation 
for that which comes after death. Verily, he who clears that which is 
between him and Allah ags, He will be sufficient for him and in his affairs 
with others because Allah s*m makes decisions about people and people do 
not make decisions about Him, nor do they have any right to. Allah sgs is 
the greatest. The power to save from sin and to permit good deeds is from 
Allah 3%, alone. 



The First Masjid Where Jumu'a was Held after the 
masjid of the blessed prophet § 

The first masjid where Jumu'a was held after the masjid of the Blessed 
Prophet f§ was Masjid Abd al-Qais in Juwatha, Bahrain. 




Abd Allah ibn Abbas M said: 

The first masjid where Jumu'a was held after the masjid of the Blessed Prophet %, 
was Masjid Abd al-Qais in Juwatha, Bahrain. 22 



# 



22 



Bukhan, al-Jumu'a fi al-Qurd 
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COMPULSORINESS OF JUMU'A 



WHO MUST PRAY JUMU'A 

There are two types of conditions for Jumu'a to become compulsory. The first 
type of conditions are those that make Jumu'a compulsory upon the individual, 
while the second are those that make the establishing of Jumu'a compulsory. 

In brief, if the first type of conditions are fulfilled but the second are not yet 
fulfilled, this individual [upon whom Jumu'a has been made compulsory] 
is not required to pray Jumu'a until after the fulfillment of the second type 
of conditions. 

In this section, we will focus on the first set of conditions necessary for Jumu'a 
to become compulsory on an individual. These conditions are as follows: 

1. To be male: Jumu'a is not compulsory upon women; it is better 
for them to pray zuhr at home than to pray Jumu'a. 

2. To be free: Jumu'a is not compulsory upon slaves. 

3. To be an adult: Jumu'a is not compulsory upon children. 

4. To be in good health: Jumu'a is not compulsory upon a disabled 
person who is unable to go to the masjid or for whom going to Jumu'a 
will aggravate his condition. Likewise, Jumu'a is not compulsory upon 
the elderly if going for Jumu'a exacerbates their condition. 

V- „ -<i , >,„ % . ' , , ..' 
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It is narrated by Tariq ibn Shihab M that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Jumu'a with the congregation is compulsory upon every Muslim 
except four types of people: a slave, a woman, a child, and a 
bedridden person. 23 

This same narration is to be found in the Mustadrak of Hakim by 
Abu Musa Ash'arl gi: 

<oil jJl^j - Jji»j Jji»j U J6 p tSV/ ILlip jilLj ^\2\ ^Js> ^Ui 

Umm Atiyya lp said: 

When the Blessed Prophet # entered Madina, he gathered all 
the women of the Ansar in one house and sent 'Umar c M to 
us. 'Umar jig came by the door and greeted us, to which we 
returned the greeting. He then said, "I have been sent to you by 
the Blessed Prophet He told us to take the adolescent girls 
and menstruating women with us for 'Eid prayer, that Jumu'a 
was not compulsory upon us and that we were forbidden from 
attending funeral prayers [salat al-jandzd\ , 24 



5. To reside in a city: Jumu'a is not compulsory upon a traveler. 



25 



It is narrated by Abd Allah ibn 'Umar gg that the Blessed Prophet 



I said: 

Jumu'a is not compulsory upon a traveler. 



23 Abu Dawud, al-Jumu'a li al-Mamluk 
24 Abu Dawud, Khuruj al-Nisd'li al-Id 
25 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/184 



18 



Compulsoriness Ofjumu'a 



Hasan says: 

We were with 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Samura M in Khurasan, in the path 
of Allah ag*. We shortened our salat [qasr] and did not pray Jumu'a. 26 

Also, the Blessed Prophet H and the rightly guided caliphs did 
not pray Jumu'a when on a journey. However, a traveler can lead 
Jumu'a if he chooses to [though Jumu'a is not compulsory upon 
him] . Imam Nawawi even proclaims a consensus of all the scholars 
on this in Sharh al-Muhadhdhab . 

Jumu'a is compulsory upon those who fulfill the aforementioned 
conditions except when one cannot attend the congregation 
because of a severe rainstorm, snowstorm, strong winds or one feels 
threatened by something or someone. 

Note: Jumu'a is not compulsory if any one of the aforementioned 
conditions is not fulfilled, but if one prays Jumu'a he is not required to 
pray zuhr again. 



The Conditions for Establishing Jumita 

The second type of conditions are those which are necessary to establish 
Jumu'a itself. If these conditions are not fulfilled, Jumu'a will be void and 
one will have to pray zuhr. 

1 . Jumu'a must be held in a city 

a. Hadith#l: 

Jumu'a is not compulsory upon Muslims who live in rural 
areas. If they do, their Jumu'a will be invalid and they will 
have to pray zuhr again. 

All # said: 

There is no Jumu'a or 'Eid except in a central city. 27 

26 Ibid, 3/185 

27 Musannaf Ibn Abl Shaiba, 2/10 | al-Sunan al-Kubra 3/179 | Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 
3/167 | Mushkil al-Athar 3/150 
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b. Hadith #2: 

i\'j^>\ j^J* Xxli- V <Ull Jji«j Jts Jtj ^1 je- 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira gl that the Blessed Prophet % said: 

Jumu'a is not compulsory upon five types of people: woman, 
traveler, slave, child and dwellers of the village. 28 

c. Ahadith #3, 4 and 5: 




Ata said: 



When you are in a central city and the adhan is called out for 
Jumu'a, it is incumbent upon you to attend Jumu'a regardless 
of whether you heard the adhan or not. 29 

For this same reason, the Blessed Prophet # never established 
Jumu'a in Masjid Quba and also Jumu'a was never held in the 
outbound areas of Madina ['await] . The people of these areas 
would alternate in praying Jumu'a behind the Blessed Prophet 
# in Madina [so that everyone had the opportunity to pray 
behind the Blessed Prophet H] . This is mentioned in a hadith 
by Aisha % 

Aisha S#, the wife of the Blessed Prophet # said: 

People alternated on coming for Jumu'a from their homes 
and the outbound areas. 

This hadith indicates that Jumu'a was not compulsory upon 
the villagers because the hadith clearly states that they attended 

'al-Sunan al-Kubra, 19/111 
'Bukhari, min aina Tu'td al-Jumu'a 
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Jumu'a on alternate weeks. Had it been compulsory, they all 
would have come for Jumu'a, and if they had not, the Blessed 
Prophet # would certainly have enjoined praying Jumu'a in 
Madina. However, since the outbound areas comprised of 
villages and hamlets, they could not hold their own Jumu'a. 

Also, when 'Eid came on a Jumu'a during the caliphate of 'Uthman 
ii, he delivered the sermon and said [at the end] , addressing the 
villagers from the outbound areas: 30 




O people! Two 'Eids have coincided on this day. Whoever 
among the people of the outbound areas wishes to stay behind 
for Jumu'a may stay behind, and if anyone wishes to go, I 
allow them to return. 31 



['Uthman M permitted them to leave only because Jumu'a was 
not compulsory on them. However, we should remember that 
these areas are now in the city limits of Madina] . 

For the same reason, the Blessed Prophet # combined zuhr and 
'asr in 'Arafat [in hajj] , though it is clear from the ahadith that the 
day of Arafat [9 th of Dhu al-Hijja] fell on a Jumu'a the year the 
Blessed Prophet w performed hajj. However, since Arafat was 
unpopulated, the Blessed Prophet ^ did not lead Jumu'a there. 

Also, it was easier upon people from the outbound areas to pray 
Jumu'a in their own localities than in Madina since traveling 
was considerably more difficult in those times. If praying 
Jumu'a in the city was not conditional, they certainly would 
have established Jumu'a in their localities. And if that had 
been the case [that they established Jumu'a in their localities], 
then the masjid of Abd al-Qais Quwatha, Bahrain] would not 
have been the second masjid in which Jumu'a was held after 
the masjid of the Blessed Prophet %. 

Abd Allah ibn 'Abbas iH said: 



30 Ibid 

31 Muwatta', al-Amr bi al-Sald | Bukhari, md Yu'kalu min Luhum 
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The first masjid where Jumu'a was held after the masjid of the 
Blessed Prophet?! was Masjid 'Abd al-Qais in Juwatha, Bahrain. 32 

d. Hadith #6: 

Enroute to Madina, the Blessed Prophet |§ stayed in Quba' 
for fourteen days as mentioned in Bukhdri. Though Jumu'a 
was compulsory before migration, the Blessed Prophet % did 
not lead Jumu'a in Quba. Instead, he prayed his first Jumu'a 
upon arriving in Madina [a historical fact all hadith masters, 
exegetes and historians agree upon] . 

2. Jumu'a cannot be held in dar al-harb [a state openly hostile to 
Muslims] as in Makka at the time of the Blessed Prophet %. This is why 
the Blessed Prophet # never prayed Jumu'a in Makka [before migration] , 
though his Companions "M had already established it in Madina. 

3. Praying salat with congregation 

a. A congregation comprises of at least three people. 

> 

It is narrated by Tariq ibn Shihab i§ that the Blessed Prophet 
W said: 

Jumu'a with congregation is compulsory upon every Muslim 
except four types of people: a slave, a woman, a child and a 
bedridden person. 33 

Note: This hadith indicates that Jumu'a can only be established by 
congregation. 

The scholars are unanimous in that Jumu'a cannot be held 
without a congregation because the word "Jumu'a" itself 
is derived from jam'un Q-L*), which means three or more 
of something. But the question is how many people make a 
congregation? 

The scholars disagree on this issue since there is no mention in 
any hadith of the least number of people required to establish 



32 Bukhan, al-Jumu'a fi al-Qurd 
33 Abu Dawud, al-Jumu'a li al-Mamluk 
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a congregation. Though, in Arabic, the word "Jumu'a" itself 
signifies at least three [of something] , meaning that according to 
the Qur'an, there must be at least three people to establish Jumu'a. 

4. Delivering a sermon 



a. Jumu'a is invalid without a sermon. The Blessed Prophet f§ 
never led Jumu'a without a sermon. The conditions for and 
details of a sermon will be mentioned in a later chapter. 

5. To be within the time ofjumu'a 

a. The time ofjumu'a is the same as zuhr [which is afternoon] 
until the beginning of Asr time. Had it been any other time, 
the Blessed Prophet w would have informed us about it. Since 
Jumu'a is at the same time as zuhr, we see no mention of any 
specific time for Jumu'a in the ahadith. Once it is understood 
that Jumu'a begins afternoon, it is also understood that its 
integrals [i.e., the adhan, the sermon and salat] cannot be held 
before noon time either. 

b. Jumu'a ends when 'asr begins. 

> >, '„„' , „s \ \ >. - + , . ? 



Anas ibn Malik at said: 

The Blessed Prophet '$ would lead Jumu'a after noon. 

In this hadith, Anas ibn Malik gj£ is describing the habit of 
the Blessed Prophet # the habit that he would always pray 
Jumu'a after noon. This is why Imam Bukhari titled the 
chapter [under which the abovementioned hadith is narrated] , 
BdbWaqtal-Jumu'at idhd Zdlat al-Shams (chapter on the time 
ofjumu'a being after noon). 34 



^1 




34 Bukhari, Waqt al-Jumu'a |Tirmidhi, md Jd'fl Waqt al-Jumu'a 
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We used to prayed Jumu'a with the Blessed Prophet w after 
noon and returned following the shadow 35 . 




' > > ' " > ' 



Jabir ibn 'Abd Allah g| said: 




Muhammad ibn Ka'b al-Qurazi said: 

A person told me, "Once we were with Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud 
iSI on the day of Jumu'a. At the time, 'Umar ii had appointed 
'Ammar ibn Yasir H the governor and Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud 
sS the treasurer of Kufa. Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud ii suddenly 
noticed that the shadow was equal to a shoelace. He said, 
'If Ammar jig follows the Sunna he will appear right about 
now.'" The narrator said, " Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud Sft had only 
completed his sentence that Ammar ibn Yasir sgl appeared to 
lead Jumu'a and was saying, 'salat, salat! 37 '" 



Suwaid ibn Ghafala il said: 
I prayed salat behind Abu Bakr g| and 'Umar im after noon. : 



35 Muslim, Sakt al-Jumu'at in Tazul al-Shams \ Ibn Habban, Mawaqit al-Sald 

36 al-Mu'jam al-Ausat, Bab al-Mlm 14/208 

37 Musnad Ahmad, Musnad 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud, 9/198 

3S Fath al-Bari, Waqt al-Jum'at idha Zalat al-Shams 
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In the narration of Muwatta ', Malik ibn Abi 'Amir said: 

I observed that 'Aqll ibn Abi Talib's sift shawl would be spread 
out by the western wall of the masjid. When the shadow of 
the wall covered the shawl, 'Umar -M would arrive to lead 
Jumu'a. 39 

Abu Ishaq said he prayed Jumu'a behind All H after noon. 40 

The aforementioned ahadith clearly state that the Blessed 
Prophet w, the four rightly guided caliphs and other 
Companions # prayed Jumu'a after noon only. Though some 
scholars hold the opinion that Jumu'a can be held before 
noon, there is little evidence from the ahadith to support 
that view. 

The Blessed Prophet # taught his umma the different times 
of the salats. If the time for Jumu'a was any different from 
zuhr, he would definitely have mentioned it in the ahadith. 
On the contrary, we learn from the abovementioned hadith in 
Bukhdri and Muslim that the Blessed Prophet H would always 
lead Jumu'a after noon. 

The strongest evidence presented by those who say Jumu'a can 
be held before noon are given below. 

b. Sahl ii said: 

We ate and napped [qailula\ after Jumu'a. 41 

c. The word used in the above hadith for eating is ghada . Ghadd' 



39 Ibid 
40 Ibid 

41 Bukhari, Qaul Allah fa idha Qudiyat al-Sald | Muslim, Saldt al-Jumu'at idha Tazula 
[with slightly different wording] 
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in Arabic is the meal eaten between sunrise and noon. In this 
hadith, ghada is narrated as occuring before Jumu'a [which 
means that Jumu'a must be before noon]. 

But the context of the hadith clearly indicates that the 
Companion ii is saying that they ate before salat in regular 
days and after Jumu'a on the day of Jumu'a. In one hadith, 
the Blessed Prophet # used the same word ghada' for the meal 
before sunrise [suhur\ . 

It is narrated by Irbad ibn Saria .. that the Blessed Prophet f§ said: 

Come and eat the blessed meal [ghada]} 1 

Ghada in this hadith refers to the meal before sunrise, though 
in Arabic the meal before sunrise is not called ghada '. Would it 
be right for anyone to deduce from this hadith that the Blessed 
Prophet % ate the pre-sunrise meal after sunrise [while he was 
fasting] because the word ghada 'is used in the hadith? 

d. Some people take evidence from a hadith of Muslim narrated 
by Salama ibn Akwa' g§: 

He said: 

We would return from Jumu'a with the Blessed Prophet % 
and see that the walls did not shade us [i.e, did not cast a long 
shadow to offer them shade] , 43 

The point of this hadith is to show that the Blessed Prophet's 
% sermon and Jumu'a were short. Though the walls cast a 
shadow, they were never long enough to shade anyone. Also, 
walls were built close to the ground in those times, which 
means that it would take longer for the walls to produce a 
shadow long enough for one to take shade under. 

42 Abu Dawud, man Sammd al-Suhur al-Ghada '\ NasaT, Tasmiyat al-Suhur Ghada an 
43 Muslim, Salat al-Jumu'a Hin Tazul al-Shams 
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e. The strongest evidence of this group is the hadith of 'Abd Allah 
ibn Sidan in MusannaflbnAbi Shaiba. 

Jlj Jjjl jl ^) <Llla>-j <Ci'SK^» OjSo ^ ^ J^i jw i_Ay3-jl 

He said: 

I prayed Jumu'a with Abu Bakr s§§ and noticed that his sermon 
and salat were before noon. Then, I prayed Jumu'a with 'Umar 
iH and saw that his sermon and salat were at a time that I would 
say is noon time. Then I prayed Jumu'a with 'Uthman sH and 
saw that his sermon and salat were at a time that I would say 
is past noon time, but I never saw anyone criticize or object to 
this. 44 

If this hadith were authentic, there would be no need for any 
other hadith to prove that Jumu'a could be held before noon. 
And though there is no mention of the Blessed Prophet % in 
this hadith, the practice of Abu Bakr ii itself is also evidential. 
The only problem is that this hadith contradicts the authentic 
ahadith, which narrate that both Abu Bakr ii and 'Umar t£| 
prayed Jumu'a after noon [the transmission of these ahadith 
being thoroughly authenticated]. Secondly, the narrator Abd 
Allah ibn Sidan is unreliable; both Imam Bukhari and Shaukani 
say he is unreliable, while Dhahabi reports in Mizan from 
some scholars that he is unknown [majhul] and unworthy of 
regard. Zaila'i says in Nasb al-Rdya that he is weak and Imam 
Nawawi writes in al-Khuldsa: 

> - ><z 

jl-W" jit k^AMS Jis- \yuu\ 

They all agree that Ibn Sidan is weak. 
In Fath al-Bdri, Hafiz ibn Hajar relates from Ibn Adi, 



44 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, 2/17 | Daraqutnl, Salat al-Jumu'a qabla Nisf al-Nahdr 
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Of dubious character, unknown, 

Therefore, some say he is unknown while others say he is weak. 
Can we really change the timings of salat based on such weak 
ahadith that cannot even be used to prove a Sunna? How then 
can we use them as evidence to specify timings of a pillar of 
Islam? Every hadlth that indicates permissibility of Jumu'a 
before noon is weak like the aforementioned hadlth, whereas 
the ahadith that specify the time of Jumu'a being after noon are 
clear-cut, authentic and are found in the main books of ahadith. 

Imam Shafi'i said: 



The Blessed Prophet W, Abu Bakr -M, 'Umar -M, 'Uthman 
ssft, and all the imams succeeding them prayed Jumu'a after 

nnnn ^ 



SEVERE WARNING AGAINST MISSING JUMUA 

Many ahadith condemn and warn against missing Jumu'a. In some 
ahadith, it is narrated that the one who avoids Jumu'a intentionally or out 
of indolence has left this community. 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn 'Umar gj£ and Abu Huraira ii that: 

We heard the Blessed Prophet I? standing on the pulpit saying, "People must 
stop missing Jumu'a otherwise Allah 3%, will seal their hearts; then they will 
become amongst the ignorant. 46 " 

45 Kitab al-Umm, 7/195 

46 Muslim, al-Taghliz fi Tark al-Jumu'a 
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ill! l^i tjl$i' £i\y 

It is narrated by Abu Ja'd al-Damrl gi that the Blessed Prophet f| said: 

Allah will seal the heart of one who misses Jumu'a three times out 
of indolence. 47 

It has been reported in Ibn Habban that the Blessed Prophet # said: 
Whoever misses three Jumu'a without [reasonable] excuse is a hypocrite. 48 

It is narrated by 'Uqba ibn 'Amir gg that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

My community will be destroyed by two things: books and milk. Someone 
asked, "Oh Blessed Prophet !i! What do you mean by books and milk?" 
He replied, "After they learn the Qur'an, they will derive meanings that 
contradict what Allah ags has revealed and due to their love for milk, they 
will miss Jumu'a and congregational salat and will live outside of the city. 49 " 

Note: This hadith is warning against the evil [fitna] of misinterpreting the 
meaning of the Qur'an, which has become commonplace in our community 
today. And by milk, the Blessed Prophet f| is referring to love for wealth 
because people used to rely on their livestock for their means of living in the 
past. They would take their livestock far out to grassy fields to graze, thereby 
missing Jumu'a and congregational salat in the masjids. Today, we see the 
same thing happening as people miss Jumu'a and the congregational salat 
because of their jobs. May Allah ■>$>. have mercy on our community. 



47 Tirmidhl, ma Jd'fi Tark al-Jumu'a | Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi man Tarak al-Jumu'a 

48 Ibn Habban, ma Jafi al-Shirk | Ibn Khuzaima, Abwdb al-Saldt qabla al-Jumu'a 

49 Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 'Uqba ibn 'Amir | Musnad Abu Ya'la, Haldku Ummatifi al- 

Kitdb 
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sT&o I$\Lf ,jjJI lA^j y^ii jl jJ3> <klUall IjjjIjj Ji> <uil 

jls j>jj (J] lj>i jr; \Sj> ijj^ ^ \Sj> ^jy^f, \ 'S* J?,"*^*^ 

Jabir ibn 'Abd Allah ii said: 

The Blessed Prophet w delivered a sermon in which he said, "O people, 
repent to Allah before death comes upon you, hurry towards good deeds 
before you become busy, and build the relationship that exists between 
you and your Creator by remembering Him in abundance and by giving 
in charity [sadaqa] copiously, in public or privately. You will be bestowed 
with sustenance and helped, and all your duties and responsibilities will 
be taken care of; and know that Allah ags has made Jumu'a compulsory 
upon you, in this place, on this day, in this month and in this year, until 
the Day of Judgment. Therefore, whoever misses Jumu'a out of indolence 
or undermines its importance, whether in my life or after me, whether 
the imam of that time is just or a tyrant, Allah ags will not serve him in his 
affairs and will not bless him in his work. Listen! His salat is not accepted, 
his zakat, hajj, fasting and none of his good deeds will be accepted until he 
repents. If he repents, then Allah will accept his repentance. 50 " 

^iyi_ *f L **^\ (f- jjAi^j JIj-j l Js- 3j>-\ %>-j 

It is narrated by Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud gj£ that the Blessed Prophet % said 
[of the people who do not attend Jumu'a]: 

I wish that I could order someone else to lead salat while I raze the houses 
of those who do not attend Jumu'a. 51 



50 Ibn Maja, ft Fard al-Jumu'a 
51 Muslim, Fadl Salat al-Jumu'a 
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It is narrated by Samura ill that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Frequent the masjid for Jumu'a and sit close to the imam because a person 
is distanced from Paradise due to his absence from Jumu'a, though he was 
worthy of being amongst its dwellers. 52 

Note: This hadith refers to Muslims who will be distanced from Paradise 
though they were worthy of it because of their good deeds. 

Mujahid says: 

j i ji J6 2i.ll*- 5 ^r 'S&i Jll!\ j$\ ^UT Ji-j jp j-Up Jl< 

'Abd Allah ibn Abbas sS was asked about a person who fasts the whole day 
and prays the whole night, but does not attend Jumu'a or congregational 
salat. He replied, "He is in the Hellfire. 53 " 

? ,, , } , 

aUsJI j0\ ill ' l yjpj'6'' l y. J6 -Up ill ^jLrfj ill Jji-j 5> j>\>- 5* 

' ., ' ' 

; ; 
^1P illj 4s- ill 

It is narrated by Jabir gfe that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

It is compulsory upon he who has faith in Allah 3«m and his Blessed Prophet 
% to pray Jumu'a on the day of Jumu'a unless he is sick, a traveler, a 
woman, a child or a slave. Therefore, Allah ag* will be indifferent towards 
one who is indifferent towards Jumu'a due to [his being preoccupied with] 
business or games [entertainment, etc]; and Allah ags is the Independent 
and Praiseworthy. 54 '" 

a2HJI j&ji-l jX*j iiil ^j)^ J_>i"j Jts Jts jUJcJl j.' 2ijli- jp 



52 Musnad Ahmad, min Hadith Samura 
53 Tirmidhi, ma Jd ' fi man Yasma 'u al-Nidd ' 
54 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/184 
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It is narrated by Haritha ibn Nu'man fig that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

One of you owns livestock and prays salat in the congregation. Then, his 
livestock increases and grazing becomes difficult. He says, "If I can find 
grassier fields for my livestock." Then he turns [goes further away] and 
only attends Jumu'a. He then says, "If I can find grassier fields for my 
livestock." Then, he is forced to move further away because of his livestock 
and he says, "If I can find grassier fields for my livestock." Then, he turns 
[goes further away] and does not attend Jumu'a or the congregational salat, 
and thus his heart is sealed. 55 

The example given in this hadith beautifully illustrates the condition 
of many people of our time. When they are out of a job they come 
to the masjid for every salat and supplicate to Allah s§* night and 
day. And when they finally find a job, they forget the masjid except 
for Jumu'a; and if they are promoted, their business expands or they 
come to be associated with wealthy people in the community, then 
Jumu'a is also forgotten. 

The aforementioned ahadith highlight the importance of Jumu'a. However, 
if the weather is so severe that going for Jumu'a is dangerous or could cause 
serious injury, then one is permitted to pray zuhr at home. 

ilia \Jj<H*\ ^*\dl t&J? J?, J* sSCaJI'J* [J>- % *M Jji-j \*X>s** 

Once on a rainy day, 'Abd Allah ibn Abbas sift instructed his caller for 
salat [mu'adhdhin], "When you reach, Ashhadu an Id Ildha ilia Allah, 
Ashhadu anna Muhammad Rasiil Allah, say, 'Sallu fi Buyutikum (pray 
in your homes) instead of Hayya 'ala al-Sald (come for salat).'" The 
narrator says, "People were perturbed by this." Abd Allah ibn Abbas sH 
said, "Does this surprise you? It was said by the one who is better than 
me [the Blessed Prophet §] . 5S " 



55 Musnad Ahmad, Hadith Haritha ibn Nu'man 
56 Muslim, al-Salat fi al-Rihal 
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It is narrated by Ibn 'Umar gj£ that the Blessed Prophet once said on a 
rainy Jumu'a: 

Pray salat in your stopover place. 57 

Here we should remember that this concession is only when the weather 
is so severe that people cannot leave for anything else either. Otherwise, if 
they can and do leave for other things, it is then forbidden for them to miss 
salat in the masjid. 

THE VIRTUES OF PERFORMING JUMU'A 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira gt that the Blessed Prophet $ said: 

The five salats and Jumu'a to Jumu'a are penitence for the sins committed 
within that period until one commits a major sin. 58 

It is narrated by Aus ibn Aus # that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whosoever gives a bath [i.e., has relations with wife by which bathing 
becomes compulsory upon her], bathes, wakes early, arrives early to the 
masjid, sits close to the imam and does not commit foolish acts, will gain 
the reward of one year of fasting and salat for each step he takes. 59 



57 Ibid 

58 Muslim, al-Salawdt al-Khams 
59 Nasa'l, Fadl Ghusl Yaum al-Jumu'a 
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'Alqama says: 

I went with 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud sgi to the masjid for Jumu'a and found 
that three people had arrived earlier. He said, "The fourth of four, and the 
fourth of four is not bad. Verily, I heard the Blessed Prophet # say, 'On 
the Day of Judgment, people's closeness to Allah a$< will be in the order in 
which they arrived for Jumu'a.'" He then said, "The fourth of four, and the 
fourth of four is not bad. 60 " 

SUPPLICATION OF THE ANGELS FOR THE DISABLED 

The angels supplicate for those who are regular for Jumu'a but are unable 
to attend for a [valid] reason. 

} * / , , U- 5 ' , 5 , , s , » , s , * s , , 1,1,1, 

s^iSM.! iJti J6 il <Ss- ill ill <jji»j o"jj>- <ui 3* 

twji>sval\ C-ojW 'c? 5 ^' U^C-^ ^*«->^ Jj^^il *-)\y \ 

''" ' , Si '. ' 's, ,, , , ' , , ,' ' '." , 

<ip\i Sfelp o^ol? U^r* 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn Amr ibn 'As &t that the Blessed Prophet 
f§ said: 

The angels stand by the doors of the masajid every Jumu'a and write the 
names of every person that enters until the imam appears [for the sermon] . 
When the imam appears, the angels put away their registers and say to each 
other, "Why didn't so-and-so and so-and-so come?" Then they supplicate 
for him, "O Allah ag», if he is astray show him the path, if he is sick, grant 
him health, and if he is poor then make him wealthy. 61 " 



'Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Tahjir 

Ibn Khuzaima, Jimau Abwab al-Tahjir ila al-]umu'a | Musnad al-Firdaus, 1/454 
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SUNNAS OF JUMU'A 



BATHING FOR JUMU'A 

It is Sunna to bathe for Jumu'a. 

„.,<., ,:.,>>' ',\ '% '•>,,—.—.„„., 

It is narrated by Samura ill that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

It is good that one performs ablution on Jumu'a but it is better if he bathes. 62 
After narrating this hadith, Imam Tirmidhi comments: 

IjjLM |U ^'iyj "Oil < J^°- [fp\ *J^0\ ^ [Jail J* I lii 

jl Jjo ^aOl2ll\ <J\3 ^*a>bI\ s>jjl J^jJI l£j?y> jl IjljJ ^*a>sII J-**-*^ 

/ ^ -> ' 

a ' ' £*• a _>a * -- , * ^ a- 

i>aj>a- (_>ji^l ^ "if J^i-Vl JiP il 5^ii=H jljJli -OS I (J^ - ^1 

*1 Jjaj o jj jUlp jit- .tip [J jULsijI ^jIp > ujj>^I ^jIp a _y«l jl Qp jli 



62 Abu Dawud,/?' al-Rukhsafi Turk al-Ghusl J Tirmidhi, Jd' fi al-Wudhu | Nasa'i, al-Rukhsa 
fi Tark al-Ghusl 
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The Companions M and pious predecessors [al-salaf al-sdlihin] all agree 
on this hadith. They prefer bathing on Jumu'a but state that ablution will 
suffice for bathing. Imam Shafi'I said, "The hadith of 'Umar indicates 
that the Blessed Prophet's W order to bathe in Jumu'a was preferable, not 
compulsory and the proof of this is 'Umar's hadith. He once asked 
'Uthman sift, who had arrived late for Jumu'a, 'Why did you come so late 
although you knew that the Blessed Prophet W ordered us to bathe on 
Jumu'a?'" Imam Shafi'I said, "If 'Umar g§ and 'Uthman sS§ knew bathing 
was compulsory, 'Umar gi would not have let 'Uthman jS sit and would 
have turned him back to go and bathe; likewise, 'Uthman igl with his 
wealth of knowledge, was not one to be unaware of such an order." 

Bathing was compulsory in the beginning of Islam, but was later abrogated 
and now remains a Sunna as indicated in the next hadith. 

> > > * , „ , >'*/',, 

''Jo ^^JLb ^j^Cmj <^s*\y^ ^^As J-**^-* ^ ij°J J**^^ (J^ ^r**J *J^J V 

i_>jll» jv*jj^~^ joj jv*jj^ (_^* jj^juj i_s><all jj*^ tf^'o^J**^' 

/' : . \ * >,,,':;* . A '.'s. 

j j&j ya>- ^ &\ ^ ^y^ 1 J^J^ ^1 y """^ 

^J^>— d^J >**-J ^ (vf-** k^J^ l _5~ !> - i-j>xall Ciili 

f . f >:;<,•<,,',<,''}".,.,' ', \ 

U yai\ jo!x»-l I^L-IpI* pj^l jo li] 1^1 J6 ^11 tilt -jX*j -oil 

'Ikrima says: 

Some people from Iraq came and asked 'Abd Allah ibn Abbas sS, "Do you 
think bathing is compulsory on Jumu'a?" Abd Allah ibn Abbas -M responded, 
"No, but it is more purifying and virtuous, and there is no compulsion upon 
one who does not. I will tell you how this order came about. People toiled, 
wore sheep's wool and lifted things on their backs and their masjid was 
small with a low ceiling; it was only a hut. Once, the Blessed Prophet H 
arrived in the masjid and it was a hot day. People were sweating profusely 
in their woollen clothes, so much so that the smell of their sweat filled the 
air and they were disturbed by each other's presence. When the Blessed 
Prophet W smelled it, he said, 'Bathe on the day of Jumu'a and put on 
the best of your oils and perfumes.'" Ibn Abbas j® says, "Then Allah 
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bestowed His blessings [people became wealthy] and people began wearing 
clothes made of other materials, they did not toil, and the masjid was 
also enlarged; in this way the cause [sweat] for all the disturbance was 
eliminated [and the compulsory order was abrogated] . 63 " 

Though the obligatory order is abrogated, many ahadith emphasise the 
importance of bathing on Jumu'a as a Sunna of the Blessed Prophet f§. 

i^uji ^>So 5utsi apUji 5*j iijj't-ij* ulSo^p p 

^ ^jj j^j ■^r^r'i ^jSo ijul^il ^pIIJI ^ ^jj j^j jj^ Kz£'^Jy 12 So 
/ill 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira i§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever bathes like a person upon whom bathing is compulsory [due to 
major ritual impurity] and arrives early at the masjid, is as though he has 
given one camel in charity. Whoever comes some time after is as though he 
has given one cow in charity. Whoever comes sometime after is as though 
he has given a horned goat in charity. Whoever comes sometime after is as 
though he has given one chicken in charity. Whoever comes sometime after 
is as though he has given one egg in charity. Then, when the imam appears 
for the sermon, the angels come and listen to his sermon. 64 

>'-.*.,„' ,,*,,> ;>/ , -,\ >.'—.—.. :•,;,>, 

It is narrated by Salman al-Farsi M that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever bathes for Jumu'a, gains purity to the best of his ability, 
anoints himself with oil or applies perfume from home, and departs 
[for the masjid], doesn't squeeze himself between two people, prays 
however much Allah s§* has destined for him and is quiet when the 
imam begins his sermon will have all his sins from this Jumu'a to the 
next forgiven. 65 



63 Abu Dawud,y9 al-Rukhsa ft Tark al-Ghusl 

64 BukharI, Fadl al-Jumu'a | Muslim, al-Tib wa al-Siwdk Yaum al-Jumu'a 
65 Bukhari, al-Dahn li al-Jumu'a 
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It is narrated by Aus ibn Aus j§§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever gives a bath, bathes, wakes up early, leaves early, sits close to the 
imam and listens to the sermon and remains quiet will get a reward for one 
year of fasting and salat for every step he takes. 66 



IS BATHING ALSO SUNNA FOR WOMEN? 

Since the ahadith on bathing for Jumu'a are general, the vast majority 
of scholars say that it is Sunna for both men and women. This point is 
corroborated by the ahadith that narrate that Jumu'a is the 'Eid of the 
Muslims. XnSharh al-Muhadhdhab, Imam Nawawi says that: 

The Shafi'iyya, Malikiyya, and the majority of scholars agree that bathing 
is Sunna for women on the day of Jumu'a as well. 67 

In another ahadith from Shark al-Muhadhdhab and Ibn Habban, Abd 
Allah ibn T'mar •.. reports that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Bathing is for all adult men and women. 



Sunna of Wearing Nice Clothes, applying 
Perfume and Using siw&k 

, / /", , ', \ '", '"'>,''.''. , < - ' 

\y\JL* jl -jX-j "Oil ^ j; 

(w^jW aJ s-Ujta J&yi pi jls aL*1 <-fb p-*J*>-^ Ajtajdl ^y 

It is narrated by Bara' ibn 'Azib sit that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

It is a right upon Muslims to bathe on Jumu'a and for one to apply perfume 
from his home, and if there isn't any, then water is his perfume. 68 

^All\i ilia- Jvjp £jf 1 3J» Jj] -p>-*J -04\ Jj~*>- dj^'j if} 



66 Tirmidhi, raa /a '// iW/ al-Ghusl | Nasa'i, Fadl al-Mashyi ila al-]umua 
67 Sharh al-Muhadhdhab, 4/635 
S8 Tirmidhl, ma Jd'fi al-Siwak 
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It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn Abbas ill that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Allah ags has made this day an 'Eid for the Muslims; therefore, whoever 
comes for Jumu'a should bathe, apply perfume if he has any and use siwak. 69 

, >,\ '->,,".':„,, , '<■ 

111 ajto C-jo <£}C^ <q*j ^2- <^U) q>- \i\ pj <J *1SI i— S U ^^lla pj 

,'>*>,'„,''. ' t, '"'',,„, '" ' ' ' / C > '" 

It is narrated by Abu Said al-Khudri g| and Abu Huraira i§ that the 
Blessed Prophet # said: 

If a person bathes on Jumu'a, wears his best clothing, applies perfume, if 
he has any, then arrives for Jumu'a without cutting through people, prays 
however much Allah ^ destined for him and remains quiet after the imam 
appears until the end of salat, he will have all his sins between the current 
and previous Jumu'a forgiven. Abu Huraira -M said, "Plus three days more, 
because a reward is multiplied ten times. 70 " 

It is narrated by Abu Dharr sg§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

If a person bathes thoroughly on Jumu'a, purifies himself thoroughly, 
wears the best of his clothes, applies as much perfume as Allah ags destined 
for him from home, arrives for Jumu'a, does not commit any foolish act 
and does not cut through two people, all his sins from one Jumu'a to the 
next will be forgiven. 71 

>,,^' '-\ '•>>,—.—.„,> * 



69 Muwatta', ma Jd'fi al-Siwdk [with slightly different wording] | Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi 
al-Zina 

70 Abu Dawud,/? al-Ghusl Yaum al-Jumu'a 
71 Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Zlna 
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It is narrated by Abu Huraira sH that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

When a person bathes on Jumu'a, washes his head, applies the best of his 
perfumes, wears the best of his clothes, then arrives for Jumu'a without 
cutting between two people and listens to the imam carefully, all of his sins 
from one Jumu'a to the next plus three days more are forgiven. 72 

The virtue of performing jumu'a with a 
Turban [imama] 

Wearing a turban is the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet #, but one who 
wears it on Jumu'a gains a greater reward, since the salat in which a turban 
is worn is many times greater than the salat in which it is not. Also, there 
is special virtue in tying a turban for Jumu'a salat because the Blessed 
Prophet # donned a turban every Jumu'a. 

^J\>1^>\ Js- Q^ai^y^Jj Jji\ 5] jX*j -oil l _ 5 ^» -oil Mjjl>ll 

It is narrated by Abu Darda igU that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Verily, Allah and His angels send His mercy [rahma] on Jumu'a upon 
those who are wearing a turban. 73 



Specific Clothes for the Day of Jumua 

Some ahadith indicate that it is virtuous to keep separate clothes 
for Jumu'a. 

It is narrated by Muhammud ibn Yahya that the Blessed Prophet # said: 



72 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/243 |Ibn Khuzaima, Jimd'u Abwdb al-Adhan 
73 Musnad al-Shamiyyin, 9/432 | Musnad al-Firdaus, 1/38 
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There is no harm if any one of you sets aside two outfits besides his work 
clothes for Jumu'a. 74 



CUTTING THE NAILS AND TRIMMING EXCESS HAIR 

ON JUMU'A 

In some ahadith we learn that it was the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet 
# to cut his nails and hair on Jumu'a. Also, many ahadith narrate the 
importance of cleanliness on Jumu'a. Since cutting the nails and hair is 
a part of cleanliness, then it is more virtuous that one does it on Jumu'a. 75 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira ill that: 

The Blessed Prophet '$ would cut his nails and moustache before he came 
out for Jumu'a. 76 

Qurtubi says: 

. , > i > > ' '. ' '. , i 

It is narrated that the Blessed Prophet w would cut his nails and trim his 
moustache before leaving for Jumu'a. 77 

ij^-i ja">J jUi jS' jl* ji <0i\ A«P jl jP 

Nan' said: 

'Abd Alah ibn 'Umar sS would cut his nails and moustache before he went 
for Jumu'a. 78 

J>ii iijUi j^J inlsjll j>j(i sjliiil pi Jts (_y»~!l jJ Ju>j»=^ jp 



74 Abu Dawud, al-Lubs li al-Jumu'a 

75 al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, 19/140 | al-Mu'jam al-Ausat, 2/353 | Shu'ab al-Iman, Yaqlimu 
Azfdrahu 

7< TafsTr al-Qurtubl, 2/104 
77 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/244 
7S Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 3/197 
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Muhammud ibn Ibrahim al-Taimi said: 

Whoever cuts his nails and moustache and uses miswak has observed the 
complete rights of Jumu'a. 

Ibn Qudama wrote: 

After cutting the nails, it is Sunna to wash the fingers. 79 

INCREASING SALAT AND SALAM UPON THE 
BLESSED PROPHET § 

On Jumu'a, every Muslim should increase salat and salam on the 
Blessed Prophet f§. While it is virtuous to send salat and salam on 
normal days, one can only imagine its virtue on the day of Jumu'a, 
which is the leader of all days. There is also a special relation between 
Jumu'a and the Blessed Prophet # in that Jumu'a is the leader of all 
days while the Blessed Prophet $ is the leader of all creations. In 
that case, it is most virtuous for one to increase the salat and salam 
on Jumu'a. 

> ' > ' 

sSCaU ^ "^Js- \ /pyti AiCaJI <jj «U9j Jai ^CJI «JtP £\ ^li- 

Jfi C^Jo' 'S» JySjl C^Ap l2$Ctf IffZ LiSj Jji*J ^ ijife Jf* <^>jj^ 

* » 1 ,K 1 1 * t ' 

p)L]\ j^i* sXU>-\ J^t jl jfjtfl J* I>* J>-j 3* ^1 5) 

It is narrated by Aus ibn Aus # that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The best of your days is the day of Jumu'a. Adam fl was born and he passed 
away on this day. On this day, the trumpet will be blown, the first time 
[when all creation will be torn asunder] and second time [when mankind 
and jinns will be resurrected]. Therefore, send more salat and salam on this 
day; it will be presented to me. The Companions si said, "O Blessed Prophet 
fl! How will our salat and salam reach you, you will have become dust?" 
The Blessed Prophet '% responded, "Allah has forbidden the earth from 
consuming the bodies of the prophets. 80 " 



79 al-Mughm, 1/146 

S0 NasaT,/z Ikthdr al-Sald | al-Sunan al-Kubra, 1/519 
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aUsJI ^jT ^Lp sSCall Ij^St ill <J^- ^ <\y*j *lV)jJI ^l 

It is narrated by Abu Darda sit that the Blessed Prophet f§: 

Increase salat and salam upon me on Jumu'a for it is witnessed by 
the angels. No person sends salat and salam upon me except that it is 
continuously presented to me until he himself stops. I said "After death 
also?" He replied, "Yes, after death also. Allah 3%>. has forbidden the earth 
from consuming the bodies of the prophets; the prophet of Allah sp is 
alive and is provided sustenance. 81 " 

5jJj *iiij| ^y "Js- sSCall -Oa \ J^»- ^1 J_Aj JS JS j-jl 'j* 

> * 

tp^s- *Ss- ill JLo i%4> ~^J& l JLo j»i iHiJI 

It is narrated by Anas ibn Malik t£i that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Send much salat and salam upon me on the day and night of Jumu'a 
because Allah s§» sends ten blessings upon the one who sends one salat and 
salam upon me. 82 

Note: It is clear from the aforementioned hadith that we should send salat 
and salam upon the Blessed Prophet # abundantly; though there is greater 
virtue for the day of Jumu'a, the salat and salam is something we should 
make a regular habit on other days as well. 

The importance of salat and salam on Jumu'a is also mentioned in 
other ahadith. 

ijujJIiU j iji«j4l pj jo lil— jjiluj <u!p ii 1 ill Jj-^j p^L* j> $y~° ^f* 
It is narrated by Safwan ibn Sulaim gj£ that the Blessed Prophet f§ said: 



'Ibn Maja, Dhikru Wafdtihi | Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, 2/399 
;2 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/249 | al-Mu'jam al-Ausat, 1/245 
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Send salat and salam upon me abundantly on the day and night of Jumu'a. 83 
This same narration is found in Baihaqi's Shu 'ab al-Imdn with the addition: 

I will be a witness for and will intercede on behalf of one who does this on 
the Day of Judgment. 84 

Which salat and Salam to Rjead 

There are many variations of the salat and salam in ahadith, but the greatest 
of them is the salat and salam that is read in salat, though there is no harm 
if one prefers one reading over another. 

The Virtue of Recitation of S rat al-Kahf on Jumua 

ILj jyJl y <0 "\Jia\ '<x*s>y>\ SJJ IjS y J6 J^jw 

1 s 

Abu Sa'ld al-al-Khudrl g§ said: 

A beam of light [nur] will shine between the house of Allah and the 
person who recites Surat al-Kahf on the night of Jumu'a. 85 

It is narrated by Abu Sa'ld al-Khudri ii that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The one who recites Surat al-Kahf on Jumu'a will have a light shine from 
one Jumu'a to the next. 86 

' ' ' "* ' 

p*ajw ijiajdl pi <_£$>JI >JJ^ j-* (^"""J *^ 4>*"J i^*' j*' 

,,,,>'.'.,,,,, Z 's* ; ' 



83 Musnad al-Shafi'l, idha Kana Yaum al-]umua 
84 Shu'ab al-Iman, Akthiru 'alayya al-Sala 

85 Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 3/378 | Sunan al-Darimi, ft Fadl Surat al-Kahf 
86 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/249 | al-Mustadrak, Tafsir Surat al-Kahf 
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It is narrated by 'All ig§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whosoever recites Surat al-Kahf on Jumu'a will be protected against every 
evil for eight days and against the Anti-Christ [Dajjal] if he appears. 87 



THE VIRTUE OF RECITATION OF S RAT AL-DUKHAN ON 
THE NIGHT OF JUMU'A 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira il that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever recites Surat al-Dukhan on the night of Jumu'a will wake up in 
the state of being forgiven for all his sins. 88 



THE IMPORTANCE OF ARRIVING EARLY FOR. JtJMUA AND 
SITTING CLOSE TO THE IMAM 

Many ahadith emphasize the importance of arriving early for Jumu'a. 
Anyone who reads through the history of Islam will realize that waking 
up and arriving early in the masjid for Jumu'a was a way of life for 
Muslims from the first period [al-qarn al-awwal] after the time of 
the Blessed Prophet #. They would arrive in the late morning hours 
[duhd] or even earlier and sit and recite Qur'an or perform the dhikr 
[remembrance] of Allah ag». 

What is the importance of arriving early for Jumu'a? This will be 
understood in the next few ahadith, especially the hadith of Abd Allah 
ibn Mas'ud ii in which the Blessed Prophet w informed his community 
that those who arrive early for Jumu'a will be near the mercy of Allah 
on the Day of Judgment. As for the imam, it is Sunna for him to arrive 
at the time of the sermon. 

87 al-Mustadrak, Tafsir Surat al-Kahf \ Shu'ab al-Iman, man Qara' Surat al-Kahf 
88 Shu'ab al-Iman, man Qara' Surat al-Dukhan 
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/ill 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira gl that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever bathes on Jumu'a like a person upon whom bathing is compulsory 
and arrives early at the masjid is as though he gave one camel in charity. 
Whoever arrives after is as though he gave one cow in charity. Whoever 
arrives after that is as though he has given one horned goat in charity. 
Whoever arrives that is as though he has given one chicken in charity. 
Whoever arrives thereafter is as though he has given one egg in charity. 

Then when the imam appears for the sermon, the angels sit and listen to 
the sermon. 89 

Humaid said: 

I heard Anas ibn Malik -M say, "We arrived early for Jumu'a then took 
our nap. 90 " 

? ' * * > * ' 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira sit that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

On Jumu'a, the angels stand by the doors of the masjid and note the 
names of the people as they enter. The first person to enter is like one who 
slaughters a camel, the one after is like one who slaughters a cow, thereafter 
a sheep, then a chicken and then the last is like one who gives an egg in 
charity. Then, when the imam appears [for the sermon], the angels close 
their registers and begin listening to the dhikr of Allah. 91 

Note: It is understood from the aforementioned ahadith that those who 
arrive for Jumu'a after the sermon do not gain the reward of Jumu'a 
because the angels have closed their register to listen to the sermon. This is 
a warning that everyone should arrive for Jumu'a before the sermon. 

89 BukharI, Fadl al-Jumua | Muslim, al-Ttb wa al-Siwdk 
90 Bukhari, al-Qd'ilat bad al-Jumua 
"Bukhari, al-Istima ila al-Khutba 
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-> i • ' , ' ' ' ' 

It is narrated by Aus ibn Aus i§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whosoever bathes, gives a bath, wakes up early, arrives early at the masjid, 
sits close to the imam and does not commit foolish acts, he will gain the 
reward of one year of fasting and salat for each step he takes. 92 

lij Jjl'ii^H jlL Jjs- Op iuLl* Jts jUIp p iXjA ^Jy jp ^U*I^»JI <-\laP jp 

, > s , * Z , , * , , ' t 

J^^J «Vl Jp* A^ ^^alwj L*l>&a ij 5 !"^ tj**^" C^'^* 

Jfi J^j jjj J£ a) j S^cU-aii jjj lili jiasS jj ^Ului'ill ^ A.j ^^C-^j Iwii^j j-^* - oi? 

Ata Khurasan! narrates from his wife's [Umm Uthman] freed slave: 

I heard 'All -M say on the pulpit of a masjid in Kufa, "All the devils 
raise their flags and march towards the markets on Jumu'a. They lay 
traps and divert the people from Jumu'a by reminding them of their 
work and responsibilities. On the other hand, the angels sit by the 
doors of the masjids and record the time of every person's entry that 
so-and-so came in at such and such time and so-and-so at such and 
such time until the imam appears. When one sits close enough to 
hear and see him, then sits quietly and does not commit any foolish 
act, he receives double the reward. If a person sits in a place where he 
cannot hear the imam but sits quietly and does not commit a foolish 
act, he receives a fraction of the reward. If he sits where he can see 
and hear the imam, commits a foolish act and does not sit quietly, he 
receives a fraction of sin. And whoever says to another, 'Stay quiet' 
has committed a foolish act and whosever commits a foolish act will 



92 Nasa'i, Fadl Ghusl Yaum al-Jumu'a 
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not gain any reward of Jumu'a. Then 'All sH said, T heard all this from 
the Blessed Prophet §. 93 "' 

'Alqama said: 

I went with 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud -M to Jumu'a and found that three 
people had arrived earlier. He said, "The fourth of four, and the fourth of 
four is not bad. Verily, I heard the Blessed Prophet % say, 'On the Day of 
Judgment, people's closeness to Allah )%>. will be in the order in which they 
arrived for Jumu'a.'" He then said, "The fourth of four, and the fourth of 
four is not bad. 94 " 

Abu Huraira # said: 

Once, 'Umar sH was delivering a sermon when 'Uthman jU entered the 
masjid. 'Umar # pointed towards him and said, "What has happened to 
people that they come late after the adhan? 95 " 

jli 'js \yi\j \jj^Z>-\ -jvll-J ^Ap- 4&\ *M Jj-"J Jtj JP 

if} Ai»JI jP CjiL>^ ill ^La- ^ilijl jP Lii^S Js-^SI 

It is narrated by Samura ibn Jundub sit that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Frequent the masjid for Jumu'a and sit close to the imam because a person 
is distanced from Paradise due to his absence from Jumu'a, though he was 
worthy of being amongst its dwellers. 96 



93 Abu Dawud, Fadl al-Jumua 
94 Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Tahjir 
95 Muslim, Kitdb al-Jumu'a 
% Musnad Ahmad, min Hadithi Samura 
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Eating and resting After JumuA 

It was the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet # and the Companions to eat 
and nap before zuhr on all other days except Jumu'a. On Jumu'a, they 
arrived early at the masjid and ate and napped after Jumu'a. 

Sahl ibn Sa'd sit said: 

We ate and rested after Jumu'a in the time of the Blessed Prophet H. 97 

The time of acceptance of supplication on jumu'a 

Jumu'a is exclusively made for worship. This is why every Muslim is 
encouraged to increase supplication and voluntary worship on this day and 
also why Allah ag*, by His infinite mercy, has appointed a special time on 
Jumu'a in which all supplications are guaranteed acceptance. Though we 
should supplicate as much as possible on Jumu'a, this time is special because 
of the guarantee of acceptance [which is not to be found in any other time] . 

wkl jCijj - ellapl "if) aJJ\ JILT ^^a/^jfe y>j jUU "jjp 

It is narrated by Abu 1 luraira .. that the Blessed Prophet # was mentioning 
the day of Jumu'a and said: 

There is a time on this day in which any supplication [made at this time] 
for anything while standing in salat is guaranteed acceptance by Allah apt. 
Then he gestured by his hand as if to indicate the shortness of this time. 98 

„ . , ,t. -. /% , ',\ , 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira gl that the Blessed Prophet : $ said: 

There is a time on this day when no Muslim asks for any good at this time 
but Allah jsm will grant him just that. He said, "It is a very short time. 99 " 



97 Bukhari, ma Jd'fi al-Gharas 

98 Bukhari, al-Sa at allati fi Yaum al-Jumu'a 

"Muslim, fi al-Saat allati fi Yaum al-Jumu'a 



49 



The Essentials Of Jumu'a 

When is this Time? 

The opinions vary amongst the scholars about this time. 

1 . After the imam sits on the pulpit until the last call for salat [iqama] 
is made. This should not mean that one can supplicate during 
the sermon, but that the time to supplicate is during the interval 
between the two sermons and also when the imam leaves the pulpit 
until he starts the salat. 

pji cXi Jts Sill* jli ^ <}s- <Oll ej^ - dr*J i^J** 

' ' '" ' '" ', t t ' ' >' , 

S&l yi2 jjl J] fl^l 

Abu Burda ibn Abi Musa al-Ash'ari said: 

Abd Allah ibn 'Umar jig asked me, "Have you heard your father 
say anything regarding the appointed time in Jumu'a?" I replied, 
"Yes, I have. I heard him say that I [Abu Musa Ash'arl gi] heard 
the Blessed Prophet?! say, 'It is from the time the imam sits on the 
pulpit until salat is completed. 100 '" 

2. After Asr until sunset: This is the opinion of the majority of scholars. 
Imam Tirmidhi narrates that Imam Ahmad said: 

-S ' ■* 

The majority of ahadlth prove that this time is after Asr, though 
one can expect it to be any time after noon. 101 

, ,> ; >. > : , \ % . ' , * 

It is narrated by Anas ibn Malik g§ that the Blessed Prophet # said: 



™Ibid. 

101 Tirmidhl, ma Jd'fi al-Sd'a 
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Look for the time of acceptance on the day of Jumu'a after Asr until 
sunset. 102 

* > > 

il Ci'^'Ss ji* \ 1>4p- O^ta S^i el) ellapt ^) l^j ill! tjyeu 

ii\ ij^- <iM tl^J <&J Jju C-ii's ^HiJI uJjii jl j~ojb\ 

e$Ca)l jialiT llis« ^Ji>- ^ -p^j ^ ij^ - J**"-* ^ J* 1 ^ f^"*" 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira s§l that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The best day upon which the sun rises is the day of Jumu'a. 
Adam il was born on this day; he entered and was sent down 
from Paradise on this day, and the Day of Judgment will take 
place on this day. There is a special time on this day in which 
Allah ags will grant a person anything he asks for [in this time] 
while in salat. 103 

Abu Huraira s§t said: 

Then I met 'Abd Allah ibn Salam jig and I narrated this hadlth 
to him. He said, "I know this time." I said, "Then tell me and 
do not be stingy in this matter." He said, "It is after 'Asr until 
sunset." I said, "How can it be after 'Asr when the Blessed 
Prophet W said, Any supplication made at this time for anything 
while in salat' and praying salat during this time is forbidden?" 
Abd Allah ibn Salam i§ said, "Did the Blessed Prophet t| not say, 
'Whoever waits for the next salat is as though he is in salat?'" I 
said, "Why not?" He said, "This is how it is after 'Asr. 104 " 



102 Ibid. 

103 Muslim, Fadl Yaum al-Jumu'a | Tirmidhi, ma Jd'fi Fadl Yaum al-Jumu'a 
104 Ibid. 
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AN AMAZING INCIDENT 

There is an amazing incident narrated in Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzdq about 
this special time of Jumu'a. 'Abd Allah ibn Abi Talha gj£ said: 

Once, the Blessed Prophet * was leading Asr on Jumu'a when a dog came 
in and was about to pass in front of the congregation when he suddenly 
crumbled in a heap and died. After salat, the Blessed Prophet % asked the 
Companions M, "Who cursed this dog?" One man said, "I did, O Blessed 
Prophet W." In Tabardni it is narrated that this person was Sa'd ibn Abi 
Waqas sS. The Blessed Prophet 9 said, "You cursed him at a time when 
supplications are guaranteed acceptance." 



THE SUNNA RECITATION FOR SALAT OF JUMUA 

In Jumu'a, the Blessed Prophet w recited Surat al-A'la in the first unit and 
Surat al-Ghashiya in the second, and sometimes Surat al-Jumu'a in the 
first unit and Surat al-Munafiqun in the second. 

5 jijfi J\ III ^y>-j ^Js- 3 jij*> lii ij\}_y t_A»w*l Jts jilj ji jp 

a yjk J\ jUi 2j^\ll ll^j \yu *_J lis yjl jj ^jlp qO^jjLj £)(f it) il iJjtS i_S j^ail jp- 

' '' 1 ' * i , '. ' i 

Ibn Abi Rafi' said: 

Marwan appointed Abu Huraira M the governor of Madina and left for Makka. 
Then Abu Huraira M led us in Jumu'a and recited Surat al-Jumu'a in the first unit 
and Surat al-Munafiqun in the second." Abu Rafi' said, "After salat, I met Abu 
Huraira -sm and said to him, 'You recited the same two suras 'All sii used to recite in 
Kufa.'" Abu Huraira -M said, "I heard the Blessed Prophet V recite these two suras 
in Jumu'a. 105 " 

> > 
pjT^y ^iiitllj £»-*-l lib il^j*- ilbl j ^^^l 

(ju'SCsll ^ UsjI U^j 1 



105 Muslim, mi Yaqra'u fi Salat al-Jumu'a 
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Nau'man ibn Bashir g§ said: 

In both 'Eids and in Jumu'a, the Blessed Prophet # recited Surat al-A'la 
and Surat al-Ghashiya. If 'Eid and Jumu'a fell on the same day, he recited 
the same suras in both Eid and Jumu'a. 106 



The sunna Recitation for Fajr on jumua 

The Blessed Prophet # would recite Surat al-Sajda in the first unit and Surat 
al-Dahr in the second unit of the Fajr salat on Jumu'a most of the time. 

> , , , , ' ' 

Abu Huraira # said: 

The Blessed Prophet * used to recite Surat al-Sajda in the first unit and Surat 
al-Dahr in the second unit of Fajr salat on Jumu'a. 107 

In the narration of al-Mu'jam al-Saghir, the words are yudimu 'aid Dhdlik 
(the Blessed Prophet t§ was consistent on this). 



The virtue of praying fajr in congregation 

on jumu'a 

> , t*. ^ <> i ' i i £ > ^ * ^ 

r , ,i>. " . . r 1 

It is narrated by Abu 'Ubaida sit that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The best of salat is Fajr on the day of Jumu'a when prayed in congregation. 
I expect forgiveness for one who prays Fajr in congregation. 108 

In a hadith in Baihaqi, Abd Allah ibn 'Umar j§g said to Hamran: 

Don't you know that the Blessed Prophet 9 said, "The best of salats on 
Jumu'a is Fajr when prayed in congregation." 



106 Ibid. 
107 Ibid. 

108 al-Mu>m al-Kablr, 1/158 
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THE ADHAN OF JUMUA 

Only one call was made for Jumu'a salat in the time of the Blessed Prophet 
#. When the Blessed Prophet # sat on the pulpit, Bilal sit would stand by 
the door of the masjid which faced the house of the Blessed Prophet f§ and 
called out the adhan. Then in the time of 'Uthman ii, when he saw people 
arriving late for salat, he added another adhan. 

Since people arrived early for Jumu'a in the time of the Blessed Prophet %, 
Abu Bakr ii, and 'Umar g§, the adhan was delivered immediately before 
the sermon when most people were already present. However, in the time 
of 'Uthman g§, the situation had changed drastically due to the conquests 
and influx of new Muslims who did not have the same spirit for worship 
as the Companions # and would arrive late for Jumu'a. 

It is understood that arriving for Jumu'a during the sermon [as opposed 
to before the sermon] without reasonable excuse, is sinful. Therefore, 
'Uthman g| instituted another adhan to bring people to the masjid early. 

All i§| continued this practice after 'Uthman $g£ and the Companions of 
the time endorsed it. Since then the Muslim community has also upheld this 
practice, making the first adhan outside the masjid and the second facing the 
imam shordy before the sermon. Given that we are ordered to follow the 
ways of the rightly guided caliphs; therefore, both adhans are Sunna. 

The hadith states: 

i' is -J s s 's A»a ' a ✓ ' ✓ 

,.,U < . .'. , s '".'..'> : .'. .„>' 

Irbad ibn Saria Igk said: 

The Blessed Prophet li led us in salat one day. [After salat] , he turned 
to us and delivered a spirited talk that made the eyes cry and the hearts 
shudder. Then someone said, "It seems as if this is parting advice. What 
do you advise us?" The Blessed Prophet % said, "I ask that you fear Allah 
sf», to follow and obey the amir even if he is black. Whosoever remains 
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alive after me will witness turmoil. At that time, hold on to my Sunna 
and the Sunna of the rightly guided caliphs; hold to it strongly and grab 
it with your teeth. Save yourself from innovations because every new 
thing is an innovation [bid'a\ and every innovation is a deviation. 109 " 

This hadith emphasizes the importance of adhering to the Sunnas of the 
rightly guided caliphs, which also includes the first adhan. This is why 
the Muslim community has preserved this practice to this day, except for 
the unfortunate few who call it an innovation. How sad it is that the very 
thing the Blessed Prophet # orders us to hold onto tightly is being called 
an innovation and a deviation! May Allah ^ bless everyone with guidance. 



Attending the Congregation of Jumu'a 

Jumu'a salat can only be observed in congregation; therefore, if anyone 
arrives late and misses the congregation, he must pray zuhr instead. 
However, since the sermon is also a part of Jumu'a, one must attend it 
from the beginning as well. 

If one arrives late and catches any part of salat with the congregation, he 
has prayed Jumu'a salat. If he joined after it began but before it finished, 
he has prayed the salat of Jumu'a though he is sinful. This is the opinion 
of 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud tgg and Muadh while other Companions 
hold different opinions in this regard. 

1 * is* ' 

Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud ii said: 

Whosoever catches one unit of Jumu'a should add another, but if he misses 
both, he would have to pray the four units of zuhr. 110 

■ > , > 

p^li p^j^l -AJ^^^M p^Ap \&y\j ,jjx*Jj 

Abu Huraira # said: 

I heard the Blessed Prophet % say, "Do not rush for salat once it has 

109 Abu Dawud,y/ Luzum al-Sunna | Ibn Maja, ft Ittiba Sunnat al-Khulafd |Musnad 
Ahmad, Hadith 'Irbdd Ibn Saria 

110 al-Mu'jam al-Kablr, 8/250 | Majma' al-Zawaid 2/192 
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begun, but walk [towards the congregation] and come gracefully, then 
pray whatever part of salat you catch and complete whatever you miss. 111 " 

Note: Since the above hadith is general in meaning, it is inclusive of the 
salat of Jumu'a also. The narration below, however, specifically mentions 
Jumu'a along with the other salats. 

> ' ^ 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn 'Umar g§ that the Blessed Prophet : $ said: 

Whoever catches one unit of Jumu'a or any other salat should add another 
unit to it, then his salat will be complete. 112 

[If one misses one or more than one unit in a three or four-unit salat (zuhr, 
asr, maghrib, or 'isha'), he must add as many units to the end as he missed 
in the beginning in order to complete his salat] . 

Traveling on Jumu'a 

It is permissible to travel on Jumu'a if a person begins his journey before 
noon. However, since Jumu'a becomes compulsory upon a local after 
noon, he should not leave without praying Jumu'a unless he is certain of 
praying it in another masjid. 

l^ilLi 

Qais said: 

'Umar sii once saw someone who had tied his mount. 'Umar sSi asked him, 
"What stopped you from traveling?" He replied, "Jumu'a." 'Umar sift said, 
"Go! Jumu'a does not stop you from traveling. 113 " 

WHEN 'EID AND JUMU'A COINCIDE 

If 'Eid falls on Jumu'a, the 'Eid salat will not make up for Jumu'a salat. 

■"Bukhari, Qaul al-Rajul Fdtatnd al-Sald | Muslim, Istihbdb Itydn al-Sald 

n2 Daraqutm, ft Man Yudriku al-Jumu 'a 

113 al-Sunan al-Kubra, 3/184 | Musannaf 'Abd Razzaq 3/250 
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We should remember that Jumu'a is obligatory and its compulsoriness is 
mentioned in the Qur'an; whereas, 'Eid salat is Sunna or at the most necessary 
[wdjib] . In that case, how can the Sunna of 'Eid cancel out something greater 
[an obligatory act] than itself? Some people who are of this opinion have 
misunderstood certain ahadith that are being mentioned below. 

jfj-P \ Sj» ^Cy'^ ^li-l SI J6 Z\ -jX-j ^ ^\ { J^o- &\ Jji-j 'jf- ijjA JP 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira gl that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Two 'Eids have coincided on this day. Whoever wishes, Jumu'a will suffice 
for him; but we will be praying Jumu'a. 114 

Let us take a look at a few things in this hadith: 

1 . Many eminent hadith masters criticize the chain of this hadith. 
Hafiz ibn Elajar, Daraqutnl, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal all agree 
that this hadith is with a broken chain. 

2. Even if this hadith was unbroken [muttasil\, it is a solitary chain of 
transmission [al-khabr al-wahid\ and the Muslim community is 
unanimous that a solitary chain hadith cannot alter or void a ruling 
of the Qur'an. 

3. In the aforementioned hadith, the Blessed Prophet % is not addressing 
the locals but rather villagers who lived in the outskirts of Madina. 

> 

if- -tf <j, lAh^ 1)* 1 'a*, J^fi ^ 

Imam Shafi'i narrated from 'Umar ibn Abd al-'Aziz: 

Two 'Eids coincided in the time of the Blessed Prophet %. The 
Blessed Prophet * announced, "Whoever, from amongst the people 
of the outbound areas, wishes to stay [for Jumu'a] may stay. 115 

The aforementioned statement clarifies that the Blessed Prophet t§ 
was addressing the people from the outbound areas upon whom 
Jumu'a was not compulsory [as mentioned in a previous chapter]. 

114 Abu Dawud, idhd Wdfaqa Yaum al-Jumu'a 
115 Kitab al-Umm, 1/274 
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In the above hadith, the words are innd Mujammi'un [we will pray 
Jumu'a]. "We" is referring to the people of Madina who prayed their 
Jumu'a with the Blessed Prophet f§. 

This is why when two 'Eids coincided in the caliphate of 'Uthman 
il, he announced: 

Today, two 'Eids have coincided; those villagers who wish to wait for 
Jumu'a may wait, but if someone wants to return, I will not stop him. 1 16 

'Uthman g| is repeating what the Blessed Prophet # said previously 
that the villagers are allowed to return to their villages in the outskirts 
of Madina. 117 We learn from this that Jumu'a was compulsory upon 
the people of Madina and the concession [not to pray Jumu'a] was 
only for those who lived outside of Madina. 

Another point to remember is that there is no evidence that the 
Blessed Prophet % and the righteous caliphs ever cancelled Jumu'a 
salat because of Eid. 



The sunnas before and after jumu'a 

Praying four units before and four after Jumu'a is Sunna, though some ahadith 
narrate six units after Jumu'a. This proves that of six units, four are emphasized 
Sunnas [muakkadd\ while two are unemphasized [ghair muakkada\ . 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira il that the Blessed Prophet % said: 
Whoever amongst you prays after Jumu'a should pray four units. 118 



"■"Muwatta', al-Amr bi al-Sald 

117 The chain of transmission of this hadith is verbatim in Bukhdri. 
lls Muslim, al-Saldt bad al-jumu'a | Abu Dawud, al-Saldt bad al-Jumu'a 
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Qatada said: 

'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud i§ would pray four units before and four after Jumu'a. 

Abu Ishaq narrates that All g| used to pray six units after Jumu'a; and this 
is the opinion of Abd al-Razzaq. 119 " 

Lojl «J i^JpSj lijjo (_^ai jl C yfo i Js- t<-\»- ^^9- 

Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami said: 

'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud ssft ordered us to pray four units before and four after 
Jumu'a until 'All Si came and told us to pray two units, then four units 
after Jumu'a [i.e., 'All -M told them to pray six units altogether]. 120 

gC6j Sjtiidl Jju pj j>i\l^ j^o ^OJb 'i laijl ijiiijl (J^ 2 * jO £1 jlp jl ill J^P jp 

It is narrated about AbdAllah ibn 'Umargt that he would pray four units [before 
Jumu'a] without salam, then two units followed by four units after Jumu'a. 121 

Abd Allah ibn Abbas iH said: 

The Blessed Prophet '$ prayed four units before Jumu'a and did not say 
salam in between. 122 

>,.,' ' ^ ,„ • -£ , , -,\ % i > , , , > : 

JiajT Ljl UjJuj Ljl SjtiiJl ^^jX-J ill ill Jji»j jo J 13 ^Ip JP 

* ■ , _ i 



119 Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 3/247 
120 Ibid. 

121 Sharh Ma'am al-Athar, al-Tatawwu bi al-Lailwa al-Nahar 
122 Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Saldt qabl al-Jumua 
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'All ii said: 

The Blessed Prophet * prayed four units before and four units after Jumu'a 
and said salam in the last units only [i.e., he did not pray four units in units 
of two] 123 . 

sits 
w 



12 Tisan al-Mizan, 2/419 
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SUNNAS OF LEADING JUMU'A 



To Greet with Salam after Ascending 

THE PULPIT 

Some ahadith narrate that the Blessed Prophet ^ would greet with salam 
[al-saldm 'alaikum] after ascending the pulpit (though these ahadith are 
weak individually, they are reliable [hasan] collectively). This is further 
corroborated by ahadith that narrate the virtue of greeting another Muslim 
upon meeting him. 

It should be noted here that salam is not an integral part of Jumu'a or the 
sermon but only a greeting when one Muslim meets another. The Blessed 
Prophet w would enter the masjid when it was time to deliver the sermon, 
go directly to the pulpit, greet with salam and then sit down. 

Jabir ibn Abd Allah gj> said: 

The Blessed Prophet would greet with salam when he ascended the 
pulpit. 124 

j^J* < j*\3l jjl *>-_J ^ILil Jjw9 liji < j'jbJt 

Abd Allah ibn 'Umar g§ said: 



124 Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Khutba 
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When the Blessed Prophet * arrived in the masjid on Jumu'a, he first greeted 
the people around the pulpit, then ascended the pulpit, turned towards the 
people and said salam again. 125 



Standing Motionless during delivery of 
the sermon 

The imam should not make unnecessary movements with his hands or 
body in the sermon [this condition only applies to the sermon of Jumu'a 
and not to any other talk or speech given on matters of Din] . In fact, it 
is one of the conditions of the sermon that the imam avoid unecessary 
movements with his hands or body. 

'j2 gClU ill! ^J> 4,Jo' ISslj jlLlI Q\jy ^JJ JJJ^ J* 

'Umara ibn Ru'aiba said he saw Bishr ibn Marwan standing on the pulpit 
gesturing upwards with his hands [like orators] . He said: 

May Allah 3%, ruin these hands. Verily, I saw the Blessed Prophet W, and he 
did not move his hands more than this much [demonstrating with his hand, 
he raised his index finger to show how little movement the Blessed Prophet H 
made in the sermon]. 126 

DELIVERING THE SERMON WHILE STANDING 

jjliii j«j Jail pj Ulfi LJaav — jX^j *&\ Jf«0 — ^yJM jo Jts jlp jp 

Ibn 'Umar gi says: 

The Blessed Prophet '% stood to deliver the sermon, then sat, then stood 
again as you do now. 127 

> , > ,>,>•''. , \ '. '. , 

i%^> ^yiH ^Sl iii iuA^ aISIj jis L> jo Jji Hjl>- LJosv j D £\ ilU jli lift LiassJ 



125 al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, 11/321 | al-Mu'jam al-Ausat, 14/444 
126 Muslim, Takhfif al-Sald 
127 Bukhari, al-Khutbat Qtiiman 

62 



Sunnas Of Leading Jumu'a 

Jabir ibn Samura sit said: 

The Blessed Prophet it would stand while delivering the sermon, then 
sit, then stand again. Therefore, whoever tells you the Blessed Prophet 
41 delivered the sermon in a sitting position is a liar. I swear by Allah ags, I 
have prayed more than two thousand salat with the Blessed Prophet p. 128 

|v^s_i 'iojji 'jjcb tits iLJas-a — jJlwj *JiP <0i\ ^jLo — ^jjill C-jIj J6 5 jLw ji jil>- jP 

Jabir ibn Samura $ said: 

I saw the Blessed Prophet '$ delivering the sermon while standing, then he 
sat for a short interval in which he did not talk. 129 

I J*fi i_Ja»u pSvjdl ^ Ji' jla- jll JuPj 'i»LJ*h J»-i J 6 S^isP j>° i_Jb JP Sj^Jp (_y I JP 

lift 

It is narrated by Abu 'Ubaida that: 

Ka'b ibn 'Ujra entered the masjid when 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Umm 
al-Hakam was sitting and delivering the sermon. He said, "Look at this 
despicable, vile person [khabith] delivering the sermon while sitting even 
though Allah says, 'But when they saw a transaction or a diversion, [O 
Muhammad tl], they rushed to it and left you standing. 130 '" 

Note: Ka'b ibn 'Ujragl took evidence from the verse 'and left you standing' 
to prove that the sermon must be delivered standing because the verse 
was revealed regarding an incident in which the Blessed Prophet w was 
delivering the sermon of Jumu'a while standing. 

SHORT INTERVAL BETWEEN TWO SERMONS 

> *. > , : ' : > ' \„ > : /, , 

^yi j*i 3 Jji Jjuti jo *jl jS- Ljli <_Jas-u jo Jls — jJujj 

Simak ibn Harb said: 

I asked Jabir ibn Samura im, "How did the Blessed Prophet % deliver a 
128 Muslim, Dhikr al-Khutbatain 

129 Abu Dawud, al-Khutbat Qdiman | Nasa'i, al-Sukut fi al-Qa'da 

130 Muslim,_/z Qaulihi wa idha Ra'au Tijdratan | Nasa'i, Qiydm al-Imdmfi al-Khutba 
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sermon?" He replied, "He stood during the sermon, but sat for a short 
interval and then stood again. 131 " 



DELIVERING A SHORT SERMON 

The Blessed Prophet # always delivered short Jumu'a sermons and wished 
that the leaders in his community do the same. Nowadays we observe that 
the sermons are extremely long, which is directly opposed to the Sunna 
of the Blessed Prophet #. In fact, in one hadith the Blessed Prophet f§ 
specifically mentions that long sermons and short salats are a clear sign of 
ignorance and shallow understanding in the Din. 

fx*2» i'SC^j I *X*2» illai- C-.i'Sj Jj-j "y> ill I y ^j 

Jabir ibn Samura ii says: 

The Blessed Prophet would stand and deliver the sermon, then sit and 
stand again. He would recite the Qur'an during the sermon and remember 
Allah ags. His sermon and salat were both in moderation [i.e., not long]. 132 

C^JTjli Oji-jlj cJiiii jj! j\iaI3l U IT 133 Qi jL'lj ^>-jli jIIp Ixjlai- Jjf^ j;1 J 6 

,,.,,>.,,'>'.>'>,/%, -,\ % , , ':/ 

y**J J>-^H sSCe JjW jl Jji'-jX*j ill (J^*- *i!l Jj—j c^l* ^1 jUi 

\y>^M jOl y jl_j \'xjiS tjjCoj \'xji3 C-jKj <yis y *~2a3- 

Abu Wail says: 

Ammar jig delivered a short and eloquent sermon. When he stepped off the 
pulpit we said to him, "O Abu al-Yaqzan! You gave a very short and eloquent 
sermon. You should have at least taken a breath in between." He said, "I heard 
the Blessed Prophet % say, 'lengthening the salat and shortening the sermon is 
a sign of understanding in the Din. Therefore, make the salat long and keep 
the sermon short; and some talks have the effect of magic. 133 '" 

> / '„ «, * >,,,>'.. A 

j^'^ippl j-W^ - ill Jj~o - &\ Jji-j jo jfe ^]>Ui s^il < j.y}^ 5* 

ol olDS^jj^ Ljl ^kajJI 



131 Musnad Ahmad, //a^A /«6z> 42/322 

132 NasaT, al-Qird ' fi Khutbat al-Thdnia | Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Khutba 
133 Muslim, Takhfif al-Sald, al-Sunan al-Kubrd, 3/208 
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Jabir ibn Samura sit says: 

The Blessed Prophet w did not lengthen the sermon on Jumu'a; his 
sermons were a few short words. 134 

sSCall JjWj j^a3 jl jX"j ill (Jus ^\ jP J^xl^ ,j?> £b\ ^ 

/- ^ > __ ° ^ ( ^ 4 - - ■ ->i ,'*,„-. °. , 

j.y p jau'^yUlu 4^ ^»i«< jQl jli S.iaicH Ijj^ailj sSCall ^Lisls J»-j!l ^ 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'ud ill that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Shortening the sermon and lengthening the salat is a sign of the speaker's 
[khatib's] understanding [in the Din]; therefore, make the salat long and the 
sermons short. Indeed, some talks have the effect of magic and soon a people 
will come after you who will lengthen the sermons and shorten the salat. 135 

iiisjJI jX"J «*Ap iiSI J^i»j ^ ( ^L y ai 15 jtj «».J JP j>° 2uLu Jl" jP 

i ' s * , ' a 

■*j jW" ...i Lj j Ua^sJJ Jij>a Uj 

Salama ibn Akwa' M says: 

When we returned praying from Jumu'a behind the Blessed Prophet %, 
the walls would not produce enough shadow for us to take shade under. 136 

This hadith proves that the salat and sermon were extremely short and 
people would leave after Jumu'a quickly. 

In our times, the Jumu'a sermon is usually delivered in languages other 
than Arabic. One of the many problems with this is that they are longer 
than the salat and then many imams are not particular about reciting the 
Sunna suras for salat. They recite short suras to make up for the time they 
take to deliver their thirty to forty-five minute long sermons. 

Another issue with these sermons is that people take their time in 
arriving for Jumu'a because they know the sermon will be long, even 
though all the madhahib [four schools of jurisprudence] are unanimous 
that one must arrive for Jumu'a before the sermon. Also, since the 
sermon is long many people will gossip or do foolish things, thereby 
wasting their reward for Jumu'a. For example, they will play with their 



134 Abu Dawud, Iqsdr al-Khutab 

135 Musnad al-Bazzar, Qasr al-Khutba | Musnad al-Firdaus, 1/238 
136 Muslim, Salat al-Jumu'a bin Tazul 
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hair, glasses, clothing, phone or even the carpet. All of this is due to our 
neglect of the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet #, which is to shorten the 
sermon and lengthen the salat. 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE SERMON 

It is known from ahadith that the Blessed Prophet # began his sermon 
with praise of Allah %*, but the question is what is one to do after that? The 
answer to this is explained in the following ahadith: 

, > , ,>>.>,,>. , \ '. , ; 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira its that the Blessed Prophet w said: 

Any sermon without tashahhud [I bear witness that there is no god but 
Allah 'i%>. and the Blessed Prophet % is His messenger] is like a leprotic hand 
[i.e., it is useless]. 137 

^x*.>- Jfi^Cl* j^Juw^il^ 

Samura ibn Jundub ii said: 

The Blessed Prophet * sought forgiveness from Allah ^ [iFiighfdr] every Jumu'a 
for every believing man and woman and every Muslim man and woman. 138 

> , , > '. „ ; 

lite jlLlI Jtp cr^? ^ r^J ^ ^ tj^° *^ dAj 6^ ^ ^^r" j;^ 

, V , . >. y s „ ,*„ , ', -.> > - • >• , ' , ' " f ' >„ 

^ jwS ^ij l^ip CaP iil p Ii] ^^Ui J^i p <0il y£l») li) t ^*- 

j-A** 6^**J L y->Cail 0^ .^i**^ 

Ibn Shihab ii said: 

It has reached us that the Blessed Prophet % would first ascend the pulpit 
and when the caller gave the adhan, he would stand up to deliver the 



137 Abu Dawud.yS al-Khutba |Tirmidhi, ma Jd'fi Khutbat al-Nikdh 
138 Majma' al-Zawaid, 2/190 
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first sermon. He then would sit for a short while then stand up again and 
delivered the second part of the sermon. When the sermon was finished, 
he would repent to Allah ags, descend the pulpit and lead the salat. When 
the Blessed Prophet # stood up, he used a stick that he leaned on while 
standing; and Abu Bakr 'Umar ii, and 'Uthman M did the same. 139 

Holding a stick [Asa ] during the sermon 

The Blessed Prophet % carried a stick with him that he leaned on during 
the sermon as stated in the aforementioned hadith. 



Delivering the Sermon on the Pulpit 

When the masjid was first built and there was no pulpit, the Blessed 
Prophet w delivered his sermons leaning on the stump of a date-palm 
tree [the pulpit was made some time later]. When the Blessed Prophet 
f§ ascended the pulpit to deliver the sermon, the Companions M heard 
a sound like the crying of a baby. They realized it was coming from the 
same stump that the Blessed Prophet w leaned on during the sermon. The 
Blessed Prophet # descended from the pulpit and caressed the stump with 
his blessed hand until it became quiet. Nonetheless, the Blessed Prophet H 
delivered his sermon on the pulpit. 

Jji»j li^X-j aJiP- ill! JLo Jjixj! CJ\i jCaM ^ t(y>\ *Jl\ XS> ji' 
cAaaji l^wlS li j^i- .*iSI ^^lu^J ^JJl Jyj ^j-^i 

Jabir ^ narrates: 

A woman from amongst the Ansar said to the Blessed Prophet %, "O Blessed 
Prophet *, should I not make something for you to sit on? I own a slave who 
is a carpenter." "If you wish," he replied. She then made a pulpit for him. 
Once on Jumu'a [the week after the pulpit was made] the Blessed Prophet % 
was sitting on the new pulpit. Suddenly, the stump [of a date-palm tree] that 

139 al-Marasil li Abi Dawud, 1/48 | Nasb al-Raya, Saldt al-Jumu'a 
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the Blessed Prophet w leaned on during his sermon began to cry and became 
loud as though it would burst. The Blessed Prophet '$ descended from the 
pulpit and hugged it close to him. The stump began whimpering like a child 
being patted until it settled down. 140 

On which Step of the Pulpit should the imam sit? 

The Blessed Prophet # stood and sat on the third step of his pulpit. Then 
Abu Bakr gi in his caliphate used the second step [not allowing himself to 
use the third one out of his love for the Blessed Prophet f§]. Then 'Umar 
ill in his caliphate used the first step and refused to use the second or third 
step out of love and awe for the Blessed Prophet w and Abu Bakr g|. Then 
'Uthman jg§ in his time began using the third step on which the Blessed 
Prophet # stood as there was no step below the first one. 

The Sunna of 'Uthman ii is the most preferable for imams, though there 
is no harm if one wishes to deliver his sermon on the first or second step. 
Had it been necessary to deliver the sermon on the third step, Abu Bakr 
ii and 'Umar g§ would never have delivered their sermons on the first and 
second step and would have used the same one as the Blessed Prophet f§. 
In addition, it is not compulsory or necessary to deliver the sermon on the 
pulpit, but rather it is Sunna; therefore, there is no difference in whether 
one uses the first, second or third step. 

s s s • > > '• '• , > , , , , 

sSCall <u)ip ^yrr "ol l& U ILli <j\L> liLl* °j2 ill Jjl*j IT \2H Sy ^ 

It is narrated by Ka'b ibn 'Ujra gl that the Blessed Prophet |§ said: 

Move near the pulpit. When we moved forward the Blessed Prophet % 
ascended the first step and said, "Amin," then ascended the second step and 
said, "Amin." He finally ascended the third step and said, "Amin" again. 

140 Bukhari, al-Najjdr 
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When he descended the pulpit, we said, "O Blessed Prophet w. We heard 
something we never heard from you before." The Blessed Prophet % said, 
"Jibra'll ij§H came to me and said, 'May he who is not forgiven when the 
month of Ramadan came upon him be destroyed,' and I said, 'Amin.' When 
I ascended the second step he said, 'May he who never sent salat and salam 
upon you when your name was mentioned be destroyed.' I said, 'Amin.' 
When I ascended the third step, he said, 'May he whose parents did not take 
him to Paradise after reaching old age be destroyed,' and I said, 'Amin. 141 '" 

This hadith proves that the Blessed Prophet's % pulpit had three steps and 
that the Blessed Prophet # used the third one. 



HOW DID THE BLESSED PROPHET § DELIVER 
THE SERMON 

" > I > ' >/"• ' > » & l< >> ' '. U < / < 

\t\ C^ju i}j&J &^>z~0 JJyj J^~>; jX^> Ajb 6 *~&S' ^J&j 

' ^ < / >, , 

JSvj ^Jj\ tl JjXi tyLZo <£-X Jij jy*\ y"J X+3v (_£JJ& ^JX$\ J^-j 

Jabir ibn 'Abd Allah gj£ said: 

When the Blessed Prophet 'S gave the sermon, his eyes would become red, his 
voice loud and his anger would flare as if he was informing people of an invading 
army and was saying, "The enemy will be here anytime in the day or the night;" 
and he would say, "The Day of Judgment and I have been sent like this," and 
would combine his index and middle finger in this manner. He would say, "After 
exaltation and praise [hamd and thand] of Allah ags, the best of words is the book 
of Allah ags and the best of ways is the way of Muhammad w, the worst of things 
are the innovations and every innovation is a deviation." He would then say, "I 
have more right over a Muslim than he has over himself. Any wealth he leaves 
behind is his family's, while payment of a debt and caring for any orphaned 
children are my responsibility. 142 " 



141 al-Mustadrak, Bu'dan UmanAdrakaAbawa.hu | Shu'b al-lman, Jibra ilArada li 
142 Muslim, Takhfif al-Sald 
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SITTING MOTIONLESS DURING THE SERMON 

One should sit quietly and motionless during the sermon. Even necessary 
talk, as mentioned in the hadith, makes one lose the reward of Jumu'a. 
This proves that one should remain still and quiet as one does in salat. If 
one fiddles with pebbles, his hair or something else during the sermon, 
his reward for Jumu'a is destroyed. Sometimes people distribute papers 
or flyers during the sermon, thus depriving themselves of their rewards. 
Nowadays it is common for people to toy with their cell phones [or fiddle 
with anything in their hands] . May Allah s$e save us all. 

It is narrated by Abu Huraira that the Blessed Prophet : $ said: 

If one of you says "be quiet" to another while the imam is delivering the 
sermon on Jumu'a, you have lost the reward of Jumu'a. 143 

LJias-a^Cj^j Xxl^yW - *At> ill { J^> - 411 Jji-j J 6 J6 J\ jP 

4 ( j^1 CU^ajl 4 JJ^ai j^^ilj ljli**>> J-*-^' jwJ^l\ J^*^ 

It is narrated by Ibn Abbas ii that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

The example of a person who talks while the imam delivers the sermon is 



143 Bukhan, al-Insdt Yaum al-Jumu'a | Muslim,^ al-Insdt Yaum al-Jumu'a 
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like a donkey ladened with books on his back; and one who tells another to 
be quiet has voided his Jumu'a. 144 

* ,> > t ^i, i z , ^ * - z > ' ' ' ' } * a 

'' 6 ' ■ * ' ' f f ' * * ' 3 ' ' / / * 

Ui Mi ^*z>&\ ^y>j AjS^'j S^ljjj ^*«.>^1 $j ^> ^> a! yS* C-ygi^j 

It is narrated by Abu 1 hiraira •.. that the Blessed Prophet 1 ^ said: 

Whoever performs ablution properly, then comes for Jumu'a, listens to the 
sermon, and remains quiet, all his sins between the two Jumu'as are forgiven, 
plus three additional days; and whosoever touches a pebble, has committed 
a foolish act. 145 



CUTTING THROUGH THE ROWS 

When someone arrives at the masjid for Jumu'a, he should sit wherever he 
finds space and not cut through the lines in order to reach the front rows. 
A person who cuts through the rows wastes the rewards of his Jumu'a. The 
only exception to this rule is when the imam needs to reach the front or if 
people have left the front rows empty and are sitting in the back rows. The 
ahadith are very clear that no gaps should be left in the rows, and since the 
people in the back rows are ignoring this order, it is permissible for one to 
cut through the rows to fill in the gaps. 

S^iJl ^^lillOtjj ^jlaiclj'J^j *\»- jLj j< i Alii XS- jUi j-lIllC^tsj ^Jai-^^-j '<\s^» 

Abu al-Zahiriyya said: 

We were with the Companion of the Blessed Prophet 'Abd Allah ibn 
Busr is, when a man came in and cut through the rows. Abd Allah ibn 
Busr ai saw him and said, "Once a man came in and cut through the 
rows when the Blessed Prophet ?S was delivering the sermon. The Blessed 
Prophet H told him to sit down and said, 'You have hurt the people. 146 '" 

' « « s t. t. a a s * * 

144 Musnad Ahmad, Biddyat Musnad Abd Allah ibn Abbas 

145 Muslim, Fadl man Istama' | Abu Dawud, Fadl al-Jumu'a 

146 Sunan Abu Dawud, Takhatta Riqab al-Nds | Nasa'i, al-Nahian Takhatta 
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'Uthman ibn al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam narrates from his father, who 
was amongst the Companions "M of the Blessed Prophet #, that the Blessed 
Prophet # said: 

Verily, the person who cuts through the rows and squeezes between two 
people after the imam has appeared is like a person dragging his guts in 
the Hellfire. 147 

iiiiJI j^T JUpI J6 £1 *Ap ill I ,_5^» ^jsll jp j*\*>\ ji" jjIp ji' jJp 
jvip ^jJj |J pj (j—^j $ jo j! *?)/^ 1 -r^V lt* J - '-' 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn Amr ibn As Igk that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever bathes and applies the perfume of his wife, if she has any, wears 
the best of his clothes, does not jump over people and does not commit 
any foolish act during the sermon, has gained penitence [through these 
deeds] from all sins between the two Jumu'as; if he commits a foolish 
act or cuts through the people, he has only prayed zuhr [i.e., he does not 
receive reward for Jumu'a]. 148 

L>\3j JaU °j* j»Lj Jp iiil J^> aUI J^i-j J6 J6 *J °jf- jj ^ i\Z j,' Jilu ^p 

, 4 __ '*,'',.*,„,•,, ' 

It is narrated by Muadh ibn Anas ii that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whosoever jumps over people on Jumu'a will be made a bridge to 
the Hellfire. 149 



Do Not Squeeze between Two people 

When we arrive at the masjid for Jumu'a, we should be careful not to 
disturb or hurt anyone. The Blessed Prophet # mentioned that if two 

147 Musnad Ahmad, Hadith al-Arqam 30/489 | al-Mu 'jam al-Kabir 1/390 
148 Abu Dawud,y5 al-Ghusl Yaum al-Jumu'a | al-Sunan al-Kubra 3/231 
149 Tirmidhl, ma Jd'fi Takhatta | Ibn Maja, ma Jd'fi al-Nahi 'an Takhatta 
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people are sitting together, a third person should not come between them 
and make space for himself [this is only when there is no space between 
two people and one forces himself between them]. 

It is narrated by Salman al-Farsi gl that the Blessed Prophet # said: 

Whoever bathes on Jumu'a, purines himself to the best of his ability, applies 
his own oil or perfume from his home, then leaves the house, does not 
squeeze himself between two people, prays however much is destined for 
him and stays quiet when the imam delivers the sermon, all his sins until the 
next Jumu'a will be forgiven. 150 

It is narrated by 'Abd Allah ibn 'Amr g£ that the Blessed Prophet H said: 

It is impermissible for any person to separate two people except if they 
allow him to do so. 151 

Do Not Take Another's place 

Naff said he heard Abd Allah ibn 'Umar g| say: 

The Blessed Prophet forbade one from forcing another from his place and 
then occupying it. The narrator says, "I asked Nafi', 'Is this regarding Jumu'a?' 
He replied, 'For Jumu'a and otherwise as well. 152 '" 



150 Bukhari, al-Dahn li al-Jumua | Musnad Ahmad, Hadlth Salman 48/220 
151 Abu Dawud,// a l-Rajul Yajlisu bain al-Ithnain |TirmidhL ma Jd'fi Kardhiyat al-Julus 
152 Bukhari, la Yuqim al-Rajulu Akhahu 
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Praying During the Sermon 

Can a person pray the voluntary salat upon entering the masjid [tahiyyat 
al-masjid\ while the sermon is in progress? The scholars differ on this issue; 
Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Malik say it is forbidden while Imam Shafi'i 
and Imam Ahmad disagree and say it is permissible. There is flexibility in 
this regard since it is a juridical disagreement [which is a rahma (mercy) for 
this community] ; each person should then take the opinion of the imam 
he follows. 

Based on certain ahadith in Bukhdri, some Muslims rigidly adhere to the 
practice of the voluntary salat upon entering the masjid even during the 
Jumu'a sermon. Apparently, they are only aware of the evidence of one of 
the two opinions. For their benefit, the proof of the prohibition of praying 
the voluntary salat during the sermon is laid out below. 

First, let us see if any other imam holds the same opinion as Imam Abu 
fianifa and Imam Malik. Imam Nawawi in his commentary of Muslim 
writes that this is also the opinion of 'Umar gj£, 'Uthman g|, and All g|. 
Ibn Qudama says in his book, al-Mughnl, that Qadi Shuraih, Muhammad 
ibn Sirin, Ibrahim Nakha'i and Qatada all hold the same opinion. Ibn 
Abi Shaiba attributes the same opinion to 'All i|§, Ibn 'Umar ig§, Sa'id ibn 
Musayyab, Mujahid, Ata and 'Urwa ibn Zubair. Qadi Ayyad says this was 
the opinion of Abu Bakr ig§ as well. 

In summary, the four righteous caliphs and many of the greatest of the First 
Successors [tdbi'in] and imams were of the opinion that it was forbidden 
for anyone to pray salat during the sermon; it is well-known about Imam 
Malik that he took the practice of the people of Madina when there was 
disagreement on any issue. This clearly proves that the people of Madina 
also did not pray during the sermon. 

After this, to ignore this opinion and say it contradicts the ahadith is grave 
ignorance. Also, when there is one incident to prove one is allowed to pray 
during the sermon, there are at least four to prove that the Blessed Prophet 
f§ did not. In fact, in one incident the Blessed Prophet # actually ordered 
someone to sit down. 
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cJi\ jja lr^fr\ aAp ill! ^JM i! jUi Lia^rpiuj aAp iJJI ^jL^j [^jj 

Abu Zahiriyya said: 

We were with the Companion of the Blessed Prophet '■$, 'Abd Allah ibn 
Busr -im, when a man came in and cut through the rows. Abd Allah ibn 
Busr sH saw him and said, "Once, a man came in and cut through the 
rows when the Blessed Prophet * was delivering the sermon. The Blessed 
Prophet § told him to sit down and said, 'You have hurt the people. 153 '" 

There are many ahadith of this kind. There is also the famous incident of 
'Uthman ii [mentioned previously] who once came late for Jumu'a. 'Umar 
ii admonished him for arriving late for Jumu'a, but never ordered him 
to stand up and pray salat. Now only one question remains: the hadith 
of Bukhdri says that the Blessed Prophet # was delivering a sermon when 
a man came into the masjid and sat down. The Blessed Prophet # asked 
him, "Did you pray two units?" He replied, "No." The Blessed Prophet w 
said, "Stand up and pray two units. 154 " So why did the Blessed Prophet?! 
tell him to stand up and pray two units? After a careful study of the hadith, 
we realize that the Blessed Prophet H was not delivering the sermon at the 
time, but in fact sitting. 

Jabir says: 

Sulaik GhatfanI came to the masjid on Jumu'a when the Blessed 
Prophet % was sitting on the pulpit and he [Sulaik s®] sat down without 
praying. The Blessed Prophet W said to him, "Did you pray two units?" 
When he said he hadn't, the Blessed Prophet 9 said, "Stand up and 
pray two units. 155 " 

The same wording of this hadith is found in Imam Nasa'i's al-Sunan dl- 
Kubrd. In fact he titled the chapter, al-Saldt qabla al-Jumu'at wa al-Imdm 
'ala al-Minbar ["$alat before Jumu'a while the Imam is Sitting on the Pulpit"] . 

It is narrated in other ahadith that while Sulaik Ghatfani g| prayed his two 
units, the Blessed Prophet H remained seated. In one of the two authentic 

153 Sunan Abu Dawud, Takhatta Riqdb al-Nds | Nasa'i, al-Nahi 'an Takhatta 
154 BukharI, idhd Ra'a al-Imdmu Rajulan 
155 Muslim, al-Tahiyyat wa al-Imdmu Yakhtub 
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hadith of Ddraqutni, it states that Anas ibn Malik gj£ said: 

A man from the tribe of Qais entered the masjid while the Blessed Prophet 
% was delivering the sermon. The Blessed Prophet said to him, "Stand 
up and pray two units," and the Blessed Prophet '$ stopped the sermon 
until he finished. 156 " 

In the second authentic hadith, it says: 

Mu'tamar narrates from his father, who said, "A man came in when the 
Blessed Prophet % was delivering the sermon. The Blessed Prophet # said 
to him, 'O so-and-so, did you pray your salat?' He said, 'No.' The Blessed 
Prophet W said, 'Then pray it.' The Blessed Prophet W then waited until 
he finished salat. 157 " 

It is clear from the aforementioned ahadith that the Companion g§ was not 
praying when the Blessed Prophet was delivering the sermon. 

The point of all this is to show that both opinions have their evidence; we 
should not and cannot make judgments based on a superficial study of one 
or two ahadith. 

Another thing we should know is that walking, talking, etc. were permissible 
in the beginning of Islam in salat, which means that praying during the 
sermon would certainly have not raised any objections. In one narration of 
Muslim, we read that a stranger once came and asked the Blessed Prophet 
% about Islam during the sermon. The Blessed Prophet % left the pulpit, 
sat down on a chair and explained Islam to him. After that, he returned to 
the pulpit and continued the sermon. The words are: 

' J „ " ' > > • - '• '-,„■■„ ' " - - '- ' ' 

£jj 'fXJj *Ap iill &\ Jji-j ^Ip J3\i J6 iiia U^jW JILT *\»- l-j jf- 

/• % '■>,,.',, /*>. < : / , /. , . \ " \l , « - ,2 " I /, 

_ , > ' '" „ ' 

U^>-l p iiSI illp IL. (_^» J*>-j 

Abu Rifa said: 

I came to the Blessed Prophet IP when he was delivering a sermon. I 
said, "Oh prophet of Allah ags, I am a stranger. I know nothing about 
my Din and have come here to ask you about it." The Blessed Prophet 
% turned towards me, left the pulpit and came until he reached me. A 



156 Daraqutni,y5 al-Rak'atain idhd ]a al-Rajul 
157 Ibid. 
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chair was brought for him [the narrator says, "I believe the legs of this 
chair were made of iron"]; he sat down and taught me whatever Allah 
ags taught him. Then he returned and continued his sermon. 158 

But this was only in the beginning of Islam. Later, the Blessed Prophet 
H explained the detailed rulings of the sermon during which time many 
other things, such as talking or walking in salat or praying during the 
sermon were abrogated. 



158 Muslim, Hadlth al-Ta'llm fi al-Khutba 
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CAN JUMU'A BE DELIVERED IN ANY LANGUAGE? 

Before we answer this question, it is important to know why this question 
is even being raised. The most common reason people ask this question 
is because they think the sermon is like other lectures. They do not 
understand that the Jumu'a sermon is an act of worship and that the Shari'a 
has set certain requirements for it. Because of this, one misunderstanding 
is that they find nothing wrong with it being delivered like other talks and 
consider the requirements for the Jumu'a sermon unnecessary. 

Of course, if someone sees no difference between a sermon and any other 
lecture, he would find no reason to object to any change in the sermon. 
However, if it is understood that the sermon for Jumu'a is a particular 
form of worship, than no change, regardless how small, is tolerable. For 
example, no Muslim will accept any change in the adhan, though it is 
to call people towards salat [therefore people should understand what it 
means] . But if the adhan is called in a language other than Arabic, it will 
be rejected and called out again. Anywhere the adhan is given around the 
world, it is only in Arabic. 

Likewise, the Qur'an was revealed for the guidance of mankind, but if most 
of the Muslim population does not understand its recitation, will they accept 
it in a different language during salat? The reason no one will accept this 
proposition is because recitation of Qur'an in salat is a type of worship and 
the rule is that changes are not acceptable in any form of worship. 
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Now the question is whether the Jumu'a sermon is an act of worship or 
like any other lecture? 

The importance of the sermon and its rulings as laid down in the Qur'an 
and Sunna clearly prove that it is an act of worship and that there is no 
similarity between the sermon and any other lecture or speech. For example, 
the sermon is one of the pillars of Jumu'a. It cannot be established without 
the sermon; also the sermon must be delivered before salat, not after. Had it 
been any other talk, it would not have mattered whether it was held before 
or after salat. 

Similarly, the concept of a short interval in the sermon, the impermissibility 
of talking between the two sermons, being deprived of the reward of Jumu'a 
for talking during the sermon, sitting a short period between the two sermons 
and delivering the sermon while standing, etc., all point to the fact that the 
sermon is unlike any other lecture. The sermon is more like salat [since the 
Blessed Prophet # stressed the importance of both the sermon and salat and 
also because both are specific forms of worship] . So, it is important that we 
fulfill the requirements of the sermon the way it was taught by the Blessed 
Prophet |r, namely that it must be delivered in Arabic. 

It is unheard of that the Blessed Prophet # or any of the Companions 
ever delivered the sermon in any language other than Arabic, even though 
many of the Companions M conquered non-Arab lands and learned other 
languages, as is narrated in many ahadith. Despite that, they did not 
change the language in which they delivered the sermon. The fact that the 
Blessed Prophet # and his Companions "M never changed the language of 
the sermon is the strongest proof that it is an act of worship; therefore, it 
should be delivered in the exact manner in which it was delivered by the 
Blessed Prophet f§. 

Otherwise, if someone were to concoct his own rules and say, "I am going 
to deliver one sermon instead of two, or I will deliver the sermon after salat," 
how would we refute such a person except by juxtaposing his erroneous 
behavior with the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet # and exposing his wrong. 

Keeping the aforementioned points in mind, it becomes easier for us to 
understand the following rulings about delivering the sermon in Arabic in 
light of the Qur'an and Sunna. 

1 . The reality of the sermon is that it is a form of remembrance of 
Allah a§*. Allah sgs says: 
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w/w believe, when the call for salat is proclaimed on Friday, 
hasten for the remembrance of Allah, and leave off business. That 
is much better for you if you but knew. Then once the salat is over, 
disperse in the land, and seek the grace of Allah, and remember Allah 
abundantly, so that you may be successful. 159 

Here, "the remembrance of Allah 3^" refers to the sermon of Jumu'a. 

Harith ibn Nau'man's ii daughter said: 

1 memorized Sura Qaf from the Blessed Prophet ti because he 
recited it every Jumu'a in the sermon. 160 

-." '%:> -,\ % \ >,, ,', , >.„ 

"y> Uli tjf \jL) *Cy jX*J ii\ LJ Lrf» <tijl Jj^/j lilai- : Jtj «Cl Juaiu ^1 JP 

Abu Said al-Khudri g| said: 

Once the Blessed Prophet?! delivered a sermon. He recited Sura $ad 
and when he reached the verse of prostration [sajda], he descended 
the pulpit and prostrated, and we followed suit. 161 

'Ammar ibn Yasir ig§ recited Surat al-Inshiqaq in the sermon on 
Jumu'a, then descended the pulpit to prostrate. 162 

1 ' , > ,1 ° ° > t< i < " " a < < > a ' , < < ' < 

J>b^1 5j^—*J ^P ^*a>bJ\ ^jjl \ j£ ASS* ^\ <— , ^2^dt Jjl jaP Jj^ ^jvoj yA>- 

'*■,'>' ° ' "< > ' <<<<<<<' '/ a * < ' "< 



159 62:9-10 

160 Muslim, Takhfif al-Sala 

161 Ibn Khuzaima, 2/354 | Darirni, 1/407 | Daraqutm, 1/408 
162 Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 3/193 
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Rabl' was present when 'Umar sH recited Surat al-Nahl in the sermon 
on Jumu'a. When he recited the verse of prostration, he descended 
the pulpit and prostrated and the people prostrated also. 163 " 

The fact that the Blessed Prophet f§ and the Companions M- 
frequently recited whole suras in the sermon proves that the sermon 
is similar to salat and likewise is also a specific form of worship. 

2. The sermon should be delivered the way it was transmitted to us from 
the Blessed Prophet #. Remember, the Companions # were the 
only people to learn their Din directly from the Blessed Prophet f§ 
and thus, they knew exactly how he delivered his sermon for Jumu'a. 
If they ever saw anyone deliver it differently, they became upset and 
rejected it immediately. Below are a few examples of their adherence 
to the Sunna of the Blessed Prophet # in this matter. 

,,'.>,',*', ,, , / i , " ',,'.'„ 

^yu pi ^j^y pj <^a>ei jo dill *^ ti^j " b u (j| JjW" (j^ 

' -v 

< i 'a ' & , . > . . 

iil iul^ jJii Jlii Lj'^'ms ILH>- lUaid jS^iil tit*A>- jli lift <L-W=^ 

Jabir ibn Samura ii said: 

The Blessed Prophet H stood when delivering the sermon, then 
sat and stood again. Therefore, whoever tells you that the Blessed 
Prophet * delivered the sermon in a sitting position is a liar. I swear 
by Allah ags, I have prayed more than two thousand salat with the 
Blessed Prophet §. 164 

i , 1 ' , > • 'a , - •>< 

lift iS/jij 



163 Bukhan, man Ra'a anna Allah lam Yujib al-Sajda 
164 Muslim, Dhikr al-Khutbatain 
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Ka'b ibn 'Ujra sii entered the masjid when 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 
Umm Hakam was sitting and delivering the sermon. He said, 
"Look at this despicable, vile person [khabith], he is sitting and 
delivering the sermon even though Allah says, 'But when they 
saw a transaction or a diversion, [O Muhammad?!], they rushed to 
it and left you standing. 165 '" 

'Umara ibn Ru'aiba sjft said he saw Bishr ibn Marwan standing on 
the pulpit gesturing upwards with his hands [like orators]. He said, 
"May Allah s§* ruin those hands. Verily, I saw the Blessed Prophet %, 
he did not move his hands more than this [demonstrating with his 
hand, he raised his index finger to show how little movement the 
Blessed Prophet % made in the sermon] . 16S " 

3. We learn from the abovementioned ahadith that the Companions 
M did not tolerate the sermon resembling talks and speeches in 
any way, shape or form. They were adamant about two sermons 
[even though no hadith prohibits delivering a single sermon], 
that the sermon precede the salat of Jumu'a and that it be 
delivered in a standing position; therefore, when Ka'b ibn 'Ujra 
il saw the amir sitting and delivering his sermon, he became 
angry and called him a despicable, vile person. Furthermore, 
when 'Umara il saw the amir waving and gesturing with his 
hands, he rebuffed him and explained that the Blessed Prophet 
f§ never moved his hands during the sermon and that the most 
he did was move his index finger. When the Companions S§ 
could not tolerate superfluous movement of the hands or even 
a small gesture, how would it be permissible to change the 
language of the sermon? 

The Jumu'a sermon is a form of worship. This is why the Blessed Prophet 
% forbade talking during the sermon, even one person telling another to 
be quiet. In one hadith, he says: 



"^Muslim, /z Qaulihi Tdala wa idha Ra'au 
166 Muslim, Takhfif al-Sald 
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Man Massa al-Hasd faqad Laghd (whoever touches a pebble has 
committed a foolish act). 167 

The above explanation clarifies that the Jumu'a sermon is not a 
means to gain knowledge of the Din, but an act of worship that 
substitutes for the two units of zuhr. Therefore, when there is no 
permissibility of change in salat, there is no permissiblity of change 
in the sermon. 

Below is a compilation of statements from scholars of three legal 
schools of jurisprudence: 

1 . Dasuqi Maliki writes: 

And his statement that it be in Arabic, i.e., if the congregation 
is non-Arab and do not know Arabic; if there is none amongst 
them who can deliver the sermon in Arabic, then Jumu'a is not 
compulsory upon them. 168 



2. Ramli Shafi'1 writes: 

It is conditional for the sermon to be in Arabic in adherence to 
the earlier and later scholars [Salaf and Khalaf] because this [the 
sermon] is a compulsory remembrance of Allah. Therefore, the 
Arabic is a condition the way Arabic is conditional for the opening 
takbir [Allah Akbar] in salat. 169 

3. Bahuti rianbali writes: 

And it is impermissible to deliver the sermon except in Arabic [if 
one knows Arabic] like the recitation; the sermon will not suffice 



167 Muslim, Fadl man htama'a | Abu Dawud, Fadl al-Jumu'a 
168 Hashiyat al-Dasuqi 'ala al-Sharh al-Kabir, 1/378 
169 Nihayat al-Muhtaj 'an Sharh al-Minhaj, 2/304 
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except in Arabic and before the salat. Though if one does not know 
Arabic, the sermon can be delivered in another language. 170 

Now none can raise the question as to why the sermon should be delivered 
in Arabic if no one understands it. It is because, as we previously learned, 
that the sermon is not to teach, inform or advise in matters of Din, but 
that it is simply a form of remembrance of Allah sg*. This is why when 
the Companions M overran the Byzantine, Persian Empires and northern 
Africa, they did not change the language of the sermon, though many 
were fluent in the languages of the lands they conquered. 

How many Muslims are there who do not know the meaning of 
Sami 'Allah liman Hamida, the meaning of tashahhud or the supplication 
of Qunuti Are we going to change the language of every act of worship? 

In summary, the sermon must be in Arabic only. If one wants to advise the 
people, he can do so before the sermon or after Jumu'a. 



Delivering a speech before the sermon 

As has been previously mentioned, there are many conditions for the 
sermon of Jumu'a that do not apply to other talks and speeches. Therefore, 
ahadith state, in fact order, that the sermon must be shorter than the salat. 
In that case, it is good for the imam to take advantage of the congregation 
and advise them on matters of Din. 

In the time of the Blessed Prophet f§, learning and teaching were two 
essential aspects of the life of the Companions #; therefore, there was no 
need for a talk on matters of Din in Jumu'a. 

This tradition was first started during the caliphate of 'Umar In his 
time, when the Companion Tamlm al-Darl g| saw the need to educate 
the people, he asked 'Umar g§ if he would allow him to say a few words 
before the sermon. In the beginning, 'Umar gs refused but then allowed 
him sometime later. After that, Tamlm ii would give talks until 'Umar 
ill appeared for the sermon, and this continued during the caliphate of 
'Uthman g|. This incident is narrated in Musnad Ahmad. 

Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri says: 



'Kashf al-Qina' 'an Matan al-Iqna', 2/36 
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The first to deliver a talk [wa'z] was Tamlm al-Darl ft. He asked 'Umar 
ill if he could give a talk before Jumu'a, and 'Umar sift granted him 
permission to do so. After the first talk, he asked if he could deliver a 
second one and was granted permission for that as well. Then he asked 
'Uthman g| during his caliphate, who also accepted and allowed him 
to deliver talks before Jumu'a. Tamlm al-Darl M delivered three talks 
a week. 171 

Then Abu Huraira s§§ continued this Sunna and would narrate ahadith 
before the imam arrived at the pulpit. Imam Hakim narrates in his 
Mustadrak from Muhammad ibn Zaid who said: 

/,/-,\ '/\ I - : > t, ,.>;.„ 

Abu Huraira sS would stand next to the pulpit on Jumu'a, his shoes in his 
hands, and say, "Abu al-Qasim V said, Muhammad* said, Sadiq Masduqt! 
said," etc. Sometimes Abu Huraira sii said, "The Arabs will be destroyed by 
an evil that will befall them." When he heard the door of the imam's room 
open he sat down. 172 " 

Both of the abovementioned ahadith prove that the practice of a short talk 
before the sermon of Jumu'a began during the time of the righteous caliphs 
and was delivered in the presence of a large audience of Companions 0. 
Some people object saying, "It states in one hadith that the Blessed Prophet 
W forbade circles/gatherings [halaqa] before Jumu'a in the masjid, which 
implies the impermissibility of a talk before Jumu'a." But the question is 
that if this was the true meaning of this hadith, then the Companions # 



171 Musannaf 'Abd al-Razzaq, 3/2 1 9 | Musnad Ahmad, Hadith Sa 'ib ibn Yazid [with 
slightly different wording] | al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, 6/277 [with slightly different 
wording] 

172 Mustadrak, 1/358 
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would never have allowed these talks. The Companions # themselves gave 
talks before Jumu'a with the permission of the righteous caliphs; also, neither 
the Companions nor the Mothers of the Believers M [ummahdt al-muminln\ 
raised any objections against it. This is clear evidence that the true meaning 
of the hadith has not yet been understood by the objectors. Also, the hadith 
masters and jurists never took this meaning from the hadith, but in fact 
endorsed the practice of delivering a talk before the sermon. 

The correct explanation of this hadith is that a gathering should not be 
held in circles but in straight lines, so that people are ready for the sermon 
when it begins. If they were in circles, there would be big gaps in the lines 
and also a lot of running and shuffling around once the imam appears for 
the sermon. 



Can a Woman Lead? 

Can a woman lead the salat of Jumu'a? 

There are two scenarios here: 

1. A woman leading a congregation of both men and women: In that 
case, most Muslims will agree that there is no room for reasoning 
in this matter and that it is absolutely impermissible. This is in 
addition to many of the problems it creates. For example: 

a. Utter shamelessness that a woman bows and prostrates while 
men observe her from behind. 

b. Reciting the Qur'an beautifully though Qur'an itself says: 

So, do not be too soft in your speech, lesl someone having a disease 
in his heart should develop fancies, [about you], and do speak 
with appropriate words. 173 

And should she avoid adorning her voice during recitation, she 
would be held in contempt for rejecting the hadith in which 
the Blessed Prophet # said: 



73 33:32 
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Beautify the Qur'an with your voices. 174 

Also, it is narrated by Bara ibn 'Azib ii§ that the Blessed 
Prophet % said: 



lilies- jvijj jl. jJI Ojlail jli pSoj^li j^jiil ly^s- 

Recite the Qur'an in your beautiful voices because a beautiful 
voice enhances the beauty of the Qur'an. 175 

Due to her menstrual period and other feminine issues, a woman 
will not be able to lead salat on certain days of the month. The 
days in which she does not come for salat would announce 
to the whole community that the imam is on her period; 
although this is a personal issue that should not be revealed to 
anyone, let alone other men. 

It is unequivocally rejected in the ahadith. It is narrated by 
Jabir g§ that the Blessed Prophet % said: 




Careful! No woman should lead the men. 176 

e. Furthermore, there is no evidence that a woman ever ledjumu'a 
in the lifetime of the Blessed Prophet %, the Companions M, 
the First Successors or even anywhere in the annals of history. 
Though many women of piety, taqwa and knowledge passed 
in our Muslim community, none of them ever led Jumu'a. 

2. The other possibility is that a woman only leads other women in 
Jumu'a; however, this is also impermissible because Jumu'a is not 
compulsory upon women and cannot be established without men. 
Moreover, we do not find any such evidence of this [a woman leading 
other women in Jumu'a] in the teachings of the Blessed Prophet %. 



174 Abu Dawud, Istihbdb al-Tartil | Nasal, Tazyin al-Qur'dn bi al-Saut 
175 Shu'ab al-Iman, Hassin al-Qur'an | Sunan al-Darimi, Bab al-Taghanni bi al-Qur'an 
176 Ibn Maja, ft Fard al-Jumu 'a 
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Two Congregations in One Masjid 

The purpose of Jumu'a is to bring people together. This is why it is better 
that Jumu'a be prayed in a central masjid and not separately in smaller 
masajids. For the same reason, it is preferable that only one congregation 
be held in one masjid unless required by necessity. For example, if space 
is limited in the masjid or local regulations specify a maximum capacity, 
then two congregations can be held in one masjid. The only condition is 
that the arrangements for the second congregation be made by the board 
of that masjid. The Shari'a condemns that each group or sect prays its own 
Jumu'a, as there is no place for sectarianism in Islam. 
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And our final supplication is that all praise is due to Allah, the Cherisher of 
the 'Worlds, and may Jfis eternal peace and blessings be upon the Master of the 
Messengers, the Seal of the Prophets, the (Beloved to the Lord of the Worlds, 
Muhammadw, and upon his family and companions, and all those who 
followed him, with your Mercy, O Most Merciful of the Merciful. 




Can a woman lead in Jumu'a? 
Whil arc the obligatory and suntia requirement* ol the Jumu'a sermon? 
k rhe first tail [iuthjin\ for }nmu'a in innovation? 
Caa tlic ■orakM be delivered in a language other thin Arabic? 
Can jumu'j be held before noon? 

Questions, such as these hat?? often been the cause o\ much controversy add 
Ltiiifuiiun within the Miasli m Community. Thk bonk addresses these issues in a 
site&iit .ma! cimcrse tor mat which is both easy to understand and thoroughly 
referenced so as, to provide a comprehensive picture in I Lghr e?J ihr Qur'an and 
Sunna. 

Inlayed vrith r!ne point* and rational explanations., Tbt Etttnttxii ofjumti'* often 
insight into this Holiest of days snd eliminates many of rhe misunderstandings 
regarding ^'u^■t»lJ^ Jumu'a-i'clatcd issues. \i lays out rlie conditions For ^ ah limbing 
Jnmu'a, the effects and consequences ot missing J'ttBtu" i, (lie special time- of Jumu'a 
when Allah if guarantee; acceptance of all da'ih (supplications |, the history and 
etymology oi Jumua, and many other 1 clc^.nn t jnd interesting tacts. The author 
- a wide atray oi topics within :h:- honk, making it usiriu.1 for the imam .tnd 
tile congregation. 

The Esietttiah offtt/tm'd is a cornpkie handbtiflk iiets.ssary for any Muslim who 
wights. U understand the plate nf Jiliiili'j within Islam, 

SHAIKH IBRAHIM MADANl tyis burn in ike blessed dry of Madina. where he 
began memorisation of rhe HpJy Qur'an and study Hadirh, As a chili! he 
.mended the lessons o f I lie great Shaikh of Hadirh, Muhammad Zakariyya. 
winning his adoration and dk'Js, 

In l l WJ, Shaikh T'.jikjrij-yj in strutted li i n ■ it? si tidy at Die .d-'Ulum i I luLombc. 
I 111 j and) where lie ujlilplcTeJ memo fixation oi die Holy Qur'an and his study of 
rhe sciences of Qur'an and Hadith. In 1987 he served us Imam in Ontario, before 
nxivieaj to New York with his father and hroihers to help establish Dar al-'Uloom 
al-Madani.i. tits.' largest iradkiunal school of Islamic sciences; in North America, 

Since 19*) I, Shaikh Ibrahim has been teaching Arabic. Islamic Jurisprudence:, 
Hadjrh. and Qur'au. He regularly lectures a: colleges, churches and, naosques all 
over ihc United Sratcs and abroad. In addition tn delivering inspirational ralks 
daily in the blessed month "I Ramadan and pit nip sermons every J umti'a, he has 
conducted sessions on rhe attributes of Allah v , tlic Pious; Predecessors, a "d the 
exegesis [tnjiir] of the Qur'au. All of bis sessions can be heard and downloaded for 
free from «w, matin n't <i t)rg. 




